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Rico Planning Commission Memorandum 
          
        Date: April 14th, 2021 
 
TO:  Town of Rico Board of Trustees  
FROM:  Kari Distefano, Rico Town Manager 
SUBJECT: April Board of Trustee’s meeting 
 
Treasurer’s Report 

Continuation of the water tap allocation proposal 

 Questions came up at the work session regarding the Harris water report and whether or 

not the Town is still relying on that report for data.  I reread the “Town of Rico Water Supply 

Project Engineering Report” generated in February of 1996 by Harris Water Engineering.  This 

report did evaluate Silver Creek production, but production estimates were not based on field 

work at the confluence of Silver Creek and the Dolores.  Silver Creek’s water production in this 

report was based on the assumption that Silver Creek water was 0.075 times the flow measured at 

the USGS gage on the Dolores below Rico.  Using that assumption, it is easy to update those 

production numbers.  I have included in this packet a table downloaded from the USGS gage 

below Rico with a column added at the bottom that shows Silver Creek production at 0.075 times 

the measured flow.  As you can see from the table, between 2000 and 2019 (complete records 

from 2020 were not available on the USGS website) the mean of monthly discharge dropped 

below the 20 cubic feet per second (cfs) that the Colorado Water Conservation Board demands 

consistently in December, January and February.  In November through February, the Silver 

Creek production drops below the Town’s right of 3 cfs.  Steve Harris did an updated summary of 

Rico’s water supply in June of 2016.  I have included that update in this packet.  I have also 

included a series of graphs illustrating Rico’s current water use in this packet.  Harris concluded 

that the maximum number of homes that could be served in Rico would be 400.  That would be 

double the number that we are consistently serving now.  I believe that the current use graphs 

support that estimate.  It may be possible to push that estimate up with an additional water storage 

tank but it would be up to an engineer to make that determination.     

  As requested, I have updated the utility area to exclude the parks that were beyond the 

Town boundary.  The revised map is included in this packet. 

 

Continuation of the infrastructure survey discussion 

 I did receive a couple of comments regarding the infrastructure survey.  Pat Fallon asked 

if there was a way to better target what people are willing to pay for based on their priorities.  To 

that end, I added a question that will have people identify their top two priorities.  If we upgrade 
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our Survey Monkey app to the paid version, we can use a function that will direct people to a 

different questions based on their answers to their priorities for infrastructure projects.  This 

upgrade would cost $25.00 a month.  I think it would be worth the additional expense.  Barbara 

Betts suggested that personnel be included in the survey.  When I calculated the mill levy 

increase for the street fund, it included some funding for a public works supervisor.  Nicole 

Pieterse also had edits.  They are incorporated into the revised survey, which I included in this 

package.  If one else has any comments, I will put it into the Survey Monkey app and start 

distributing the link.    

 

Short-term rental policy 

 At the last meeting, staff was directed to explain how short-term rentals in Town were 

licensed and taxed.  Ordinance 2011-3 amended the Rico Land Use Code to allow short-term 

rentals (STRs) with a special use permit review in residential zone districts.  Short term rentals 

are defined as rentals that are less than thirty days.  Currently the Town does not require a 

business license to operate short term rentals.  Operators are required to pay a lodging tax that 

helps to fund the Parks, Open Space and Recreation program.  This tax is paid quarterly.  The 

State of Colorado requires that short-term rental operators that are using Airbnb and Vrbo pay a 

Colorado sales tax of 2.9%.  The following are brief summaries of STR regulations in our region:     

 Telluride. The Town of Telluride requires that short-term rentals pay State, County, 

Town and San Miguel Authority for Regional Transportation sales tax (8.65% total).  STRs are 

also required to pay a lodging tax (2%) that supports marketing, an excise tax (2%) that supports 

the Airline Guarantee program and an affordable housing tax (2.5%).  The Town of Telluride 

restricts short-term rentals to specific zone districts within the Town and they have a cap on the 

number of days that houses can be used as STRs (29 total).   

 Ridgway. The Town of Ridgway requires current State and Town business licenses.  

They require that short-term rental operators to pay State and local taxes as well as the Ridgway 

lodging tax.  Short-term rentals in Ridgway are allowed in all zone districts where residential 

units are a use by right or an approved conditional use.  There is a cap of 50 allowable STRs.  

Ridgway also restricts the number of short-term occupants that are allowed in a dwelling unit at 

one time.  STRs must have at least two off-street parking spaces available.   

 Ouray County.  In Ouray County, short-term rentals are limited by number (100).  An 

owner that wants to have a short-term rental operation must call the County to ensure that there 

are unissued permits available.  All short-term rentals in Ouray County are subject to State taxes 
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and local lodging taxes.    If the dwelling unit that the owner wants to use as a short-term rental 

unit is part of an owner’s association, the owner must have the association’s permission.      

 All three of the entities listed above have more comprehensive ordinances addressing 

short-term rentals than Rico and the Board of Trustees may want to consider enacting a similar 

ordinance.  I have included copies of these ordinances in the packet as well as the Town’s 

existing ordinance.  Should the Board desire to limit the number of allowable short-term rental 

operations, it may make more sense to enact a cap rather than doing it by area since we do not 

have different types of residential zone districts.  If the Board so desires, I can work with our 

attorney to generate a proposed ordinance that can either stand alone or be added to the revised 

Rico Land Use Code.    

 

Options for financing central sewer 

 At the last meeting, staff was directed to examine options for financing central sewer.  

The Sewer Committee evaluated several options and determined that the least expensive would 

be a Septic Tank Effluent Pump (STEP) system.  The committee estimated that a STEP system 

that would serve the commercial core would cost $3,350,392.  They also believed that this 

estimate was conservative.  When we looked at this issue for the 2019 mill levy ballot initiative, 

we looked at both grant funding and low interest loans.  The Department of Local Affairs offers 

grant funding for wastewater treatment systems through their Energy/Mineral Impact Assistance 

Fund Grant (EIAF).  These grants are available for up to one million dollars and require a 50% 

match. The EPA’s State revolving fund is administered through the State of Colorado.  In 2019 

they offered the Town a grant for the engineering of our system, which could have been as much 

as $600,000.  I have emailed our local Department of Local Affairs representative to ask him if 

there are any new infrastructure grant opportunities.  I have included his response in the packet 

but basically he said that there were no other opportunities available.   

 Municipal bonds.  State and local governments issue municipal bonds to pay for large 

infrastructure projects.  Both the USDA and the EPA State Revolving Fund low interest loan 

programs operate on the assumption that the municipality that wants to finance an infrastructure 

loan will issue a municipal bond.  The bonds that we discussed with the State revolving fund in 

2018 would have had a twenty-year payback period with 2.5% interest.  Interest rates for the 

U.S.D.A. loans were higher.   

 Special Improvement Districts.  One way for a Town to finance infrastructure projects 

without taxing the entire community is through the creation special districts.  The Town of Rico 

could create a district for the purpose of providing sanitation.  CRS 2016, Title 32 addresses 
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special districts including sanitation districts.  I did not include it in this packet because it is 470 

pages but I can email it to anyone that is interested.  I also contacted Steve Zwick, the retired San 

Miguel County attorney, and talked to him about special districts.  He described the process as 

lengthy and arcane.  He did confirm what I had gather from reading Title 32, which is if Rico 

were going to embark on this process, we would have to have a service plan.  Similar to grants 

and loans, the Town would need an engineer’s estimate of the cost of constructing a sewer that 

would include an operations and maintenance provision.  There would be an election and 

property owners would vote for the district based on the expected cost of the service.  I have 

included a table in this packet that has a list of the property owners that would be served by the 

first phase of the sewer, the assessed value of their property according to the current information 

on the Dolores County website and the projected increase in their taxes based on the estimate of 

the cost of the first phase of the sewer.  This estimate does not include operations and 

maintenance but Rico does have a sewer fund gets approximately $20,000 annually from an 

existing mill levy.  This would likely cover that expense.   

Tax Increment Financing (TIF).  This is a tool that municipal governments use to stimulate 

economic development in an area of a town, such as our historic commercial zone district.  In this 

scenario, the Town would finance a project in anticipation of future tax revenue resulting from, in 

this case, the increase property tax and sales tax revenue that would be generated by the existence 

of a central sewer.  Town would create a TIF district that would encompass the area in the 

historic commercial zone that would be served by sewer.  The Town would establish a baseline of 

existing tax revenue in that area.  The Town would build the sewer system with the hope that they 

could pay for it with the tax revenue that exceeded that of tax revenue that the Town acquired 

from the area prior to the installation of the sewer.       

 

2nd Reading of an of a repeal of an Ordinance 334 of the Board of Trustees of the Town of 

Rico, Colorado repealing and replacing Ordinance No. 315, including repeal of the 

temporary development restriction on Minor Subdivisions and Lot Splits 

          The first reading of this ordinance was passed by the Board unanimously without 

conditions.  Suggested motion:  motion to approve the repeal of Ordinance 334 placing 

restrictions on certain types of development or motion to deny the repeal of Ordinance 334 

placing restrictions on certain types of development.  
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2nd Reading of an ordinance to allow the consumption of alcohol in public areas 

          The first reading of this ordinance was passed by the Board unanimously without 

conditions.  Suggested motion:  motion to approve an ordinance that would allow the 

consumption of alcohol in public areas or motion to deny the enactment of an ordinance that 

would allow the consumption of alcohol in public areas.   

 

Consideration of an application of the River Corridor Tract Map, a boundary line 

agreement, Section 35 and 36, T.40 N. R.11 W., Section 1 and 2, T.39N. R.11W., Dolores 

County Colorado, Town of Rico applicant 

            The Board of Trustee’s requested a continuation of this application pending a clarifying 

map.  Dave Bulson kindly provided a map showing the proposed River Corridor map overlaid on 

an aerial with various colors representing different ownerships.  I have also included in this 

packet, a color-coded map of the area as it exists according to the Dolores County Assessor’s 

office.  As a reminder, there are two things that the Town is intending to accomplish with this 

map.   

1. The Town would like to formalize the previous Rico River Corridor deed conveyance 

from Rico Renaissance and resolve lot line discrepancies.      

2. The Town wishes to secure an easement not only for sewer and water lines that the Town 

may want to construct in the future, but also that the easement be expanded to include 

utilities such as fiber, cable TV, electricity, telephone and access for recreational use.  

The Town has an existing easement through these properties, but it is limited to water and 

sewer and does not include shallow utilities or recreational access.   

Suggested motion:  motion to approve the River Corridor Map or motion to deny the approval of 

the River Corridor map.   

 

Consideration of an application by Rebecca Adams to be an alternate member of the Rico 

Planning Commission. 

 Last month Skip Zeller resigned his position as alternate member of the Rico Planning 

Commission.  Rebecca Adams has expressed interest in becoming an alternate member.  Her 

letter of interest is included in this packet.  The Planning Commission is not meeting until April 

19th because of spring break conflicts and I won’t know by the time I distribute the packet how 

they voted on this application.  Suggested motion:  motion to appoint Rebecca Adams to the Rico 

Planning Commission or motion to deny the approval of Rebecca Adams’ appointment to the 

Rico Planning Commission.   
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Consideration of a letter of support for Montezuma County’s grant request to the 

Department of Local Affairs (DOLA) to fund a Regional Community Team to aid in efforts 

to recover from the COVID 19 pandemic  

 DOLA has a “Resiliency and Recovery Roadmap” grant program that, should 

Montezuma County’s application be successful, would provide funding for a consultant to help 

develop an economic recovery plan for the region.  They have requested a letter of support from 

the Rico Board of Trustees.  I have included a draft of the letter in this packet for your review 

along with a more detailed explanation of what the grant would fund.  Suggested motion:  motion 

to approve the letter of support for Montezuma County’s funding request, motion to deny the 

approval of Montezuma County’s funding request or motion to approve the letter of support with 

revisions. 

 

Consideration of the conceptual plan of the Bedrock Planned Unit Development, located on 

portions of the Columbia Millsite, the Elliot Lode, the Aztec Lode and Tract 2 of the 

Atlantic Cable Subdivision, Dave Bulson and Michelle Haynes, applicants 

The applicants, Dave Bulson and Michelle Haynes are proposing a Planned Unit 

Development on portions of the Columbia Millsite, the Elliot Lode, the Aztec Lode and Tract 2 of 

the Atlantic Cable Subdivision.  This subdivision proposal will be the first significant subdivision 

that has come before the Rico Planning Commission in quite some time.  It is also important to 

remember that this may be a precursor to other applications.  I have already been approached by a 

party that is considering a subdivision proposal on some mining claims located southwest of the 

Piedmont Subdivision.   

According to the Rico Land Use Code, Planned Unit Developments (P.U.Ds) are required 

to go through the same processes as major subdivisions, which means that they are subject to a 

three step process: 

1. Conceptual Plan 

2. Preliminary Plat 

3. Final Plat 

Typically, the conceptual plan stage is the stage at which a planning commission and the 

Rico Board of Trustees approves, disapproves or approves with conditions the concept of the 

proposed land use.  The questions that should be asked by the Board are:  

• Does the plan comply with the Rico Regional Master Plan and the Rico Land Use Code? 

• Are the proposed uses compatible with the surrounding areas? 
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• Has the proposal addressed the requirements in the Rico Land Use Code with enough 

detail to ensure that the subdivision can be constructed and adequately served by 

infrastructure?   

This is also the time for the Commission and the Board to consider potential impacts to 

existing services and infrastructure and how they expect those impacts to be addressed by the 

developer through an agreement.   

The preliminary plat stage is the stage at which construction and engineering details are 

reviewed by and engineer appointed by the Town and worked out.  The final plat stage is when 

the plat, the P.U.D. agreements and any other necessary agreements, such as bonding agreements 

are signed and recorded.   

 The following is a review of the proposed P.U.D. broken down by the sections in the 

Rico Land Use Code that address specific requirements: 

 

Summary of Planning review of the Bedrock Subdivision 

The parcel is currently zoned Commercial Planned Unit Development (C.P.U.D.). Any land use application 

requires materials to be submitted consistent with the Major Subdivision Section of the Land Use Code at 

Article 5 and the RPUD and CPUD Planned Developments Section at Article 3.   

 

CPUD Submittal Requirements 

Article 3, Section 304. Procedures and Submittal Requirements. Applicants are required to follow the 

same procedures and submittal requirements as applicants for major subdivisions and provide the 

following supplemental information.   

Article 3, Section 304.1 Proposed use. Proposed use or zone district classification for each lot. Five lots 

will be single family lots (Lots 1 – 5) and one lot (Lot 6) may be some combination of commercial, single 

family, duplex and triplex uses.   

Article 3, Section 304.2 Design Regulations. Proposed setbacks, building heights, and other design 

requirements for each lot and structure which vary from the Design Regulations established for the PUD 

district. No variations to the General Design Regulations (found at Section 204, General Design 

Regulations) are being proposed.  The five proposed single family lots will conform to existing regulations 

in the Residential Zone district (Section 222 of the LUC). Lot 6 will carry forward the CPUD zoning and all 

development will adhere to the design criteria noted in Section 282 of the Land Use Code.   

Article 3, Section 304.3 Lot adjacent to Colorado Highway 145:  For CPUD applications adjacent to 

Highway 145: Colored elevations of the project as seen from Highway 145 (adjacent to Highway 145, 

and approaching the project from the North and South, where applicable).  Because this application 

deals only with revised lot lines, staff suggests that colored Highway 145 views (Section 304.3) and a site 
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plan showing common areas etc, all (Section 304.4 below) be provided at the time of vertical 

development of the CPUD deed restricted lot (Lot 6).  This can be a condition of the Major Subdivision 

approval.   

Article 3, Section 304.4 Proposed Common Areas. Proposed common areas, plazas, landscaping, or 

other improvements.  There is a 0.41 acre (17,860 sq. ft.) parcel that lies on the west side of Highway 145.  

It is the intension of the applicants to dedicate this parcel to the Town to fulfill the 10% land dedication 

required in Section 556 of the Rico Land Use Code.  The old Rio Grande Southern railroad right-of-way 

runs through this property and provides access to the Dolores River. Portions of this property are 

currently being used by Rico residents as a trail and for neighborhood access.    

 

Major Subdivision Submittal Requirements 

Article 5, Section 504.1, Proper Arrangement and Size of Streets, Lots and Easements: 

Lots:  The parcel that is the subject of this application originally consisted of four tracts, a portion of the 

Columbia Millsite, a portion of the Aztec Millsite, a portion of the Atlantic Cable Millsite and a portion of 

the Columbia Millsite.   

The application proposes five single family lots ranging from 0.21 acres (9148 sq. ft.) to 0.27 acres (11,761 

sq. ft.) on the eastern section of the parcel.  The size and shape of the proposed lots is consistent with 

neighboring lots in the Atlantic Cable Subdivision and meets the minimum lot size requirement. 

On the western section of the parcel, the Applicant proposes a single lot with up to 26 bedrooms (13,000 

sq. ft. heated space) in some combination of single family, duplex and triplex dwelling units, which would 

share a septic system, a parking area and storage space.  Based on the need for housing in this region, it is 

the intention of the applicants to deed restrict these units. The CPUD Zoning District allows for 

commercial uses by right, therefore Lot 6 could potentially be a mix of commercial and/or deed restricted 

residential housing (live/work units).  

Streets:  The proposed Lots 1 through 5 will be accessed from the existing 40-foot right-of-way of Silver 

Street with an additional 25-foot access easement running north between Lots 1 and 3 to a fire vehicle 

turn-around that will be constructed north of the Rico Town Boundary on property owned by the 

applicants.  Upgrades to the northern end of Silver Street and the construction of the fire vehicle turn-

around will be a condition of approval and memorialized with a subdivision improvement agreement.  The 

Applicant will address street upgrades and fire vehicle turn-around at the preliminary plan review stage 

when it is customary for applicants to submit the engineering plans required for the subdivision.  Lot 6 will 

be accessed from a private drive that will intersect the existing reclamation area access road that’s on the 

Applicant’s property and that connects to Highway 145.  

According to the Bureau of Transportation Statistics, in our area, each person takes 8 - 9 trips per day.  

The average household has 2.53 residents.  Using those numbers, the proposed five residential lots would 
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generate an additional 2,920 – 3,285 trips annually on Silver Street.  Trips to the commercial P.U.D. would 

depend on the density but that area would not generate additional trips on Rico roads. The addition of 

Lots 1 through 5 on Silver Street would normally require extension of street maintenance services by the 

Town (in this case approximately 425 lineal feet).  Estimated cost to the Town for additional maintenance 

would be $1,275 per year.  This estimate does not account for additional wear and tear on Silver and Soda 

Streets.  In this case, however, the Applicants will provide a public easement in order to extend Silver 

Street.  The Applicants will also construct a fire truck turn around consistent with the Rico Protection 

District requirements. 

Easements:  As indicated earlier, there will be a 25-foot utility and access easement that goes between 

Lots 1 and 3 that will be dedicated to the Town.  There will also be a 20-foot utility and access easement 

that will be an extension of an existing utility easement that goes between Lots 43 and 44 of the Atlantic 

Cable Subdivision. This easement will also be dedicated to the Town for Town utilities (water line). The 

access portion of the easement will be dedicated to the owners of residential Lots 2-5. 

An existing overhead power line without an easement currently runs east-west through the Applicant’s 

property and makes a 90 degree turn on the parcel that lies on the west side of Highway 145.  Applicant 

will grant a 20’ easement to SMPA for this line as it crosses the Lots and Open Space.   

Necessary drainage easements within the proposed subdivision will be determined in the preliminary 

review stage of this application when the engineering plans will be submitted.  

Article 5, Section 504.2, Provision of Municipal Services and Water Supply:  There is an existing water 

main line in Silver Street that terminates in the middle of proposed Lot 4 that can serve Lot 1 and possibly 

Lot 3, depending on where on the lot the eventual owner decides to build.  There is an existing hydrant at 

the end of this line.  Lots 4 – 6 will require a waterline extension of 275 feet.  There will be a fire hydrant 

installed at the end of that extension.  This extension will be constructed by the applicant and dedicated 

to the Town per Ordinance 2019-6.  All existing or future service lines including stub-outs extending from 

the main line shall remain the property of the customer.  The estimated additional cost to the Town to 

maintain the additional water line will be $2,475 per year. Extension of the water line will be included in 

the Subdivision Improvements Agreement and the cost borne by the Applicant as indicated above. 

Article 5, Section 504.3, Provision of Open Space and Avoidance of Congestion:  Open space has been 

addressed above.  Off-street parking requirements for Lots 1 – 5 of one parking space per dwelling unit 

will be met by constructing parking pads or enclosed garages on the lots adjacent to Silver Street.  The site 

plan for Lot 6, when complete, must illustrate that there are adequate parking spaces to meet the 

requirement of two vehicles per dwelling unit for the residential component and one vehicle space per 

accommodations room or bedroom, two vehicle spaces per dwelling unit and one vehicle space per 250 

square feet of restaurant, retail or office space should a commercial component be contemplated.   
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Article 5, Section 504.4, Avoidance of Unsuitable Lands:  The parcel that is the subject of this application 

does not have any of the following Areas of State Interest: 

1. Avalanche Hazard Areas 

2. Flood Plain areas 

3. Wetland areas 

4. Wildfire Hazard Areas 

There are areas of steep slopes (30%+) but there are areas in each lot that allow the construction of a 

dwelling unit and a septic system while avoiding steep slopes.   

Article 5, Section 504.5, Apportionment of Public Service Costs:  The applicant will be dedicating a 0.41 

acres parcel to the Town for the purposes of open space and recreation.  As indicated above, Applicant 

will construct, and the future owners of Lots 1-5 will privately maintain, the Silver Street extension and 

turnaround while providing a public easement through the area.   

Article 5, Section 504.6, Coordination of Public Improvements and Programs:  A copy of the application 

has been given to the Rico Fire Department for their review.  The applicant has also discussed the 

application with San Miguel Power Association and Rico Telephone.  There are no other jurisdictions 

involved in this proposal.    

Article 5, Section 504.7.  Promoting Accurate and Complete Subdivisions:  The final subdivision plat will 

conform to all state and local requirements regarding the surveying and staking of parcels and will be 

recorded in the real property records along with a deed restriction for Lot 6.  The Applicant and the Town 

will enter into a subdivision improvement agreement (SIA) for the Silver Street extension, firetruck 

turnaround, water line extension and any other necessary subdivision improvements, and requiring the 

Applicant to post collateral for the completion of such improvements.  The Applicant and the Town should 

also enter into a Development Agreement which memorializes the PUD Design Regulations and applicable 

Zone District standards for Lot 6, which may only be modified pursuant to the Land Use Code 

requirements in effect at the time an amendment is sought by a future developer, if at all.  

Article 5, Section 504.8, Promotion of the Master Plan:  The Rico Regional Master Plan sets forth the 

following goals: 

1. Maintain and enhance community values that are unique to Rico.   

2. Promote Mountain Compatible Design 

3. Promote Pedestrianism 

4. Preserve the Historic Character of Rico 

5. Community Focal Point 

Included in the documents to be filed with final plat and the Planning Commission and the 

Board of Trustees approval resolution will be a P.U.D. agreement and a subdivision 
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improvements agreement.  The subdivision improvements agreement will ensure that the 

developer pledge sufficient collateral to make reasonable provision for the completion of the 

required infrastructure improvements.  This is a standard agreement and our attorney will draft it.  

More complicated and thought provoking is the P.U.D. agreement.  The Town has broad latitude 

with this.  For example, the P.U.D. agreement between San Miguel County and Aldasoro Ltd. 

required that 15% of platted lots would be affordable.  The Aldasoro agreement also required that 

trails be dedicated and constructed for public use and funding be dedicated to offset the impacts 

to schools, water, wastewater and transportation.  Suggested motion:  I will include this after the 

review by the Planning Commission, which may deny or have conditions attached to the 

approval.     

 

Consideration of an Ordinance enacting a temporary moratorium on subdivisions within 

the Town of Rico pending an amendment to the Rico Land Use Code regarding the 

allocation of water taps. 

 At the last meeting, staff was directed to draft an ordinance that would place a temporary 

moratorium on subdivisions within the Town of Rico pending an amendment to the Rico Land 

Use Code regarding the allocation of water taps.  Subdivision in this case is being defined as the 

platting of a lot or the division of a lot, tract or parcel into two (2) or more lots, plots or sites.  I 

have included a copy of the ordinance in the packet for your review.  Suggested motion: motion 

to approve an ordinance enacting a temporary moratorium on subdivisions within the Town of 

Rico pending an amendment to the Rico Land Use Code regarding the allocation of water taps, 

motion to deny the enactment of a temporary moratorium on subdivisions within the Town of 

Rico pending an amendment to the Rico Land Use Code regarding the allocation of water taps or 

motion to approve with conditions.   

 

Internet Update 

 I received an email from a man named Adam Herrera of Century Link.  He and a 

colleague wanted to talk to me about internet in Rico.  The upshot of the conversation was that 

Century Link may want to run fiber from where their line ends near Ophir over Lizardhead Pass 

to Rico if the Town would pay 40% of the cost of running the line.  They would pay 60%.  While 

the Town can’t pay that by itself, there may be grant funding for it.  Unlike sewer projects, there 

are a number of funding sources available for internet including the USDA Reconnect program 

and broadband funding from DORA and DOLA.  Century Link committed to providing an 

engineer’s estimate of the cost of running the cable sometime in the next month or so.  They 
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seemed to think that it would be relatively easy to come up with an estimate.  I’m a bit skeptical 

but an engineer’s estimate of that cost could be valuable information if we are going to look for 

grant funding.   

 Jim Ostrem contacted Kip Wilson from Direct Communications.  Mr. Wilson said that he 

would be willing to talk to Jim about internet but so far, I don’t believe that they have talked.  I 

did get a call from one of Direct Coms technicians asking me if I had an autocad drawing of the 

town that included roads.  I hope this is because they are thinking about running fiber through 

town in the roads.  I can’t think why else they would want an autocad drawing if they weren’t 

doing cable length estimates.           

 

 

     

 

 



General Fund Revenues March 31st 2021

Operating Revenues Revenue 2021 Budgeted 2021 Difference

Operating Revenues
Property Tax $24,672.07 $19,542.42 $5,129.65
Delinquent Taxes & Interest $0.00 $50.00 -$50.00
Sales & Use Tax $44,476.15 $32,500.00 $11,976.15
Specific Ownership Tax $1,146.21 $950.00 $196.27
Cigarette Tax $74.72 $30.00 $44.72
Motor Vehicle Tax $328.00 $325.00 $3.00

Total $70,697.21 $53,397.42 $17,299.79

Intergovernmental Revenue
Mineral Leasing $0.00 $3,750.00 -$3,750.00
Severance Tax $0.00 $300.00 -$300.00
Excise Tax $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Building Permits $3,780.00 $750.00 $3.030.00
Septic Permit $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Development Applications $2,100.00 $125.00 $1,975.00
Business Licenses $100.00 $50.00 $50.00
Dog Licenses $30.00 $25.00 $5.00

Total $6,010.00 5000.00 $1,010.00

Miscellaneous Revenues
Reimbursement $150.00 $0.00 $150.00
Insurance Reimbursement $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Interest $111.07 $100.00 $11.07
  



General Fund Expenses March 31st 2021

Operating Expenses Spent March 2021 Budgeted March 2021 Difference

Salaries & Wages
Town Manager $16,900.02 $16,900.00 $0.02
Town Clerk $8,432.94 $8,432.97 -$0.03
Maintenance Man $9,142.38 $9,142.37 $0.01
Park & Recreation Administrator $0.00 $1,250.00 -$1,250.00
Park & Recreation groomer $3,165.00 $1,750.00 $1,415.00
Park & Recreation ice rink & park $680.00 $2,225.00 -$1,545.00
Part Time Maintenance Person $0.00 $5,000.00 -$5,000.00
Water Technician $0.00 $1,250.00 -$1,250.00
Town Marshall $3,360.00 $8,500.00 -$5,140.00

Total $41,680.34 $54,450.34 -$12,770.00

Employee Taxes & Benefits
Payroll Taxes $9,864.92 $4,918.65 $4,946.27
Employer PERA $7,828.13 $5,375.00 $2,453.13
Employee Consideration $0.00 $750.00 -$750.00
Employee Health Insurance $10,252.20 $10,426.20 -$174.00
Employee Life Insurance $30.62 $37.50 -$6.88

Total $27,975.87 $21,507.35 $6,468.52

Contract Labor
Town Prosecutor (Part Time)w/attorney $185.00 $375.00 -$190.00
Municipal Court Judge (Part Time) $1,125.00 $1,125.00 $0.00
Town Attorney (Contract) $3,163.00 $6,500.00 -3337.00
Attorney Pass through $10,219.24 $12,500.00 -$2,280.76
Town Planner (Contract) $0.00 $625.00 -$625.00
Auditor $0.00 $2,500.00 -$2,500.00
Building Inspector $0.00 $1,357.00 -$1,375.00
Accounting Services (Contract) $0.00 $625.00 -$625.00

Total $14,692.24 $25,625.00 -$7,405.76

Administrative Costs
Insurance (CIRSA) $150.00 $1,300.00 -$1,150.00
Website - .gov Registrar $0.00 $300.00 -$300.00
Advertisements/Agenda $0.00 $250.00 -$250.00
Supplies $2,463.20 $3,000.00 -$536.80
Dues & Fees $708.00 $750.00 -$42.00
Travel/Conference Expenses $0.00 $437.50 -$437.50
Miscellaneous $1,578.00 $375.00 $1,203.00

Total $4,899.20 $6,412.50 -$63.30

Utilities
Electric $561.00 $500.00 $61.00
Propane $1,050.00 $1,250.00 -$200.00
Telephone & Internet $1,459.11 $1,375.00 $84.11
Utilities-Other $186.21 $300.00 -$113.79

Total $3,256.32 $3,425.00 -$168.68

Vehicle Costs
Fuel $378.11 $500.00 -$121.89
Repair & Maintenance $654.10 $0.00 $654.10

Total $1,032.21 $500.00 $363.53

Other
Courthouse Roof Snow Removal $0.00 $750.00 -$750.00
Treasurer Fees $496.73 $625.00 -$128.27
Sales & Use Tax $12,515.54 $7,500.00 $5,015.54
July 4th Expenses / Town clean up $0.00 $625.00 -$625.00
Elections $0.00 $1,250.00 -$1,250.00
Unemployment $956.68 $0.00 $956.68
Traffic Fine Surcharge $0.00 $625.00 -$625.00

Total $13,968.95 $11,375.00 $2,593.95

Total$107,505.13 $123,295.19 -$10,981.74



General Fund Revenues – Special & Capital March 31st 2021

Operating Revenues Revenue March 2021 Budgeted March 2021 Difference

Operating Revenues
Excise Tax $744.00 $500.00 $244.00
RLUC Revisions Rico Center Grant $20,000.00 $5,000.00 $15,000.00

Total $20,744.00 $5,500.00 $15,244.00

Total $20,744.00 $5,500.00 $15,244.00

General Fund Expenses – Special & Capital March 31st 2021

Operating Expenses Spent March 2021 Budgeted March 2021 Difference

Special & Capital Projects
Facility Improvements $675.00 $3,750.00 -$3,075.00
River Corridor $0.00 $750.00 -$750.00
RLUC Revisions $2,207.50 $5,000.00 -$2,792.50
Rico Cares $50.00 $1,250.00 -$1,200.00

Total $2,932.50 $10,750.00 -$7,817.50

Total $2,932.50 $10,750.00 -$7,817.50

Water Fund Revenues March 31st 2021

Operating Revenues Revenue March 
2021

Budgeted March 
2021 Different

Operating Revenues
Water Revenue $31,150.84 $35,000.00 -$3,849.16
Interest $25.95 $25.00 -$4.05
Electric Reimbursement $398.00 $437.50 -$39.50
Shut-off fee $0.00 $25.00 $0.00
Miscellaneous $0.00 $375.00 -$375.00
Total $31,569.79 $36,775.00 -$5,205.21

Capital Improvement Revenues
Meter grant $29,179.57 $ -$240,104.43
Water Tap $8,000.00 $0.00 $8,000.00
Tap Installation $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Total $48,679.57 $63,262.87 -$14,583.51

Total $80,249.36 $100,037.87 -$19,788.52



Water Fund Expenses March 31st 2021

Operating Expenses Revenue March 2021 Budgeted March 2021 Difference

Labor
Payroll Transfer $26,485.62 $27,097.44 -$611.82
Auditor $0.00 $531.25 -$531.25
Attorney $0.00 $250.00 -$250.00

Total $26,516.24 $27,913.69 -1,397.45

Operations & Maintenance
Insurance $150.00 $1,500.00 -$1,350.00
Repairs/Supplies $970.86 $1875.00 -$904.14
Water Samples $864.81 $1,500.00 -$635.19
Electric $1,507.00 $1,350.00 $157.00
Propane $750.00 $625.00 $125.00
Utilities - other $543.46 $525.00 $18.46
Dolores Water Conservation District $0.00 $1,250.00 -$1,250.00
Tank Repairs $0.00 $1,250.00 -$1,250.00
U.S.F.S. Permit Fee $445.89 $0.00 $445.89
Miscellaneous $123.00 $125.00 -$2.00

Total $5,355.02 $9,425.01 -$4,069.99

Capital Improvements
Water Meter Replacement $6,403.58 $32,512.87 -$26,109.29
Engineering $154.12 $0.00 $154.12

Total $6,557.70 $32,512.87 -$25,955.17

Total $38,428.96 $69,851.57 -$31,422.61

Street Fund Revenues March 31st 2021

Operating Revenues Revenue March 2021 Budgeted March 2021 Different

Operating Revenues
Property Tax $3,382.46 $2,690.67 $691.79
Sales & Use Tax $6,257.77 $2,750.00 $3,507.77
Specific Ownership Tax $157.14 $125.00 $32.14
Delinquent Tax & Interest $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Franchise Tax $1,488.90 $1,500.00 -$11.10
Highway Users Tax $3,406.06 $3,375.00 $31.06
County R&B Reapportionment $11,779.75 $10,000.00 $1,779.75
Interest $10.02 $10.00 $0.02
Miscellaneous $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Rico Center Grant - Plowing $20,000.00 $0.00 $20,000.00

Total $46,482.10 $15,450.67 $31,031.43

Capital Improvement Revenues
Excise Tax $744.00 $375.00 $369.00

Total $744.00 $375.00 $369.00

Total $47,226.10 $15,825.67 $31,400.34



Street Fund Expenses March 31st 2021

Operating Expenses Spent March 2021 Budgeted March 2021 Difference

Labor
Payroll Transfer $9,925.32 $9,254.33 $670.99
Contract Snow Removal $0.00 $5,000.00 -$5,000.00

Total $9,925.32 $14,254.33 -$4,329.01

Operations & Maintenance
Fuel $1,527.20 $2,000.00 -$472.80
Equipment Repairs & Maintenance $1,563.71 $3,000.00 -$1,436.29
Insurance $0.00 $1,250.00 -$1,250.00
Supplies $15.55 $625.00 -$609.45
Electric $616.00 $500.00 $116.00
Street Lights $282.00 $500.00 -$218.00
Utilities - other $428.38 $500.00 -$71.62
Treasurer Fees $67.65 $75.00 -$7.35

Total $4,500.49 $8,450.00 -$78.97

Capital Improvements
Gravel Project - Various Streets $1,320.00 $1,500.00 -$180.00
Loader Lease $24,067.53 $12,500.00 $11,567.53
Water Truck $0.00 $4,500.00 -$4,500.00
Maintenance Facility Planning $0.00 $1,250.00 -$1,250.00

Total $24,067.53 $19,125.00 $4,942.53

Total $38,493.34 $41,829.33 $534.55

Sewer Fund Revenues March 31st 2021

Operating Revenues Revenue March 2021 Budgeted March 2021 Differenence

Operating Revenues
Property Tax $7,464.16 $5,937.57 $1,526.59
Specific Ownership Tax $346.79 $250.00 $96.79
Delinquent Tax and Interest $0.00 $12.50 -$12.50
Interest $24.69 $23.75 -$0.87

Total $7,835.64 $6,223.82 $1,611.82

Total $7,835.64 $6,223.82 $1,611.82

Sewer Fund Expenses March 31st 2021

Operating Expenses Spent March 2021 Budgeted March 
2021 Difference

Labor
Payroll Transfer $2,546.00 $2,554.87 -$8.87

Total $2,546.00 $2,554.87 -$8.87

Operations & Maintenance
Septic Inspection Certification & Training $0.00 $250.00
Treasurer Fees $149.28 $150.00
Miscellaneous Engineering $0.00 $2,500.00

Total $149.28 $2,900.00

Total $2,695.28 $5,454.87



POST Fund Revenues March 31st 2021

Operating Revenues Revenue 2020 Budgeted 2020 Difference

Operating Revenues
Sales & Use Tax $6,257.77 $2,500.00 $3,757.77
Lodging Tax $0.00 $62.50 -$62.50
Interest $11.38 $2.85 $8.86
Excise Tax $774.00 $500.00 $244.00
Rio Grand Southern Trail Grant $7,500.00 $0.00 $7,500.00

Total $14,513.15 $3,065.35 $11,447.80

Total $14,513.15 $3,065.35 $11,447.80

Operating Expenses Spent  March 2021 Budgeted March 2021 Notes

Labor
Payroll Transfer $3,945.00 $5,225.00 -$1,280.00

Total $3,945.00 $5,225.00 -$1,280.00

Operations & Maintenance
Repairs & Maintenance $0.00 $250.00 -$250.00
Insurance $0.00 $1,375.00 -$1,375.00
Winter Trail & Ice Rink Supplies $0.00 $1,250.00 -$1,250.00
Other Supplies $412.59 $1,250.00 -$837.41

Total $412.59 $4,125.00 -$3,712.41

Projects
Town Clean-up $0.00 $500.00 -$500.00
Winter Carnival $0.00 $187.50 -$187.50
Rio Grande Southern Trail $0.00 $1,500.00 -$1,500.00

Total $0.00 $2,187.50 -$2,187.50

Total $4,357.59 $11,537.50 -$7,179.91

POST Fund Expenses March 31st 2021

Colorado Conservation Trust Fund Revenues March 31st 2021

Operating Revenues Revenue March 
2021

Budgeted March 
2021 Difference

Operating Revenues
Lottery Proceeds $1,359.51 $250.00 $1,109.51

Total $1,359.51 $250.00 $1,109.51

Total $1,359.51 $250.00 $1,109.51

Operating Expenses Spent March 2021 Budgeted March 2021 Difference

Projects
Rio Grande Southern Trail $0.00 $1,250.00 -$1,250.00

Total $0.00 $1,250.00 -$1,250.00

Total $0.00 $1,250.00 -$1,250.00

Colorado Conservation Trust Fund Expenses March 31st 2021



Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2000 14.8 16.4 27.3 191.4 492.1 165.1 45.1 41.4 37.4 33.3 27.8 20.8

2001 20.8 21.7 36.6 156.1 611.1 315.4 80.5 92.7 29 25 20.2 27.8

2002 21.9 18 20 110.1 108.2 36.3 16.7 14.2 34.8 30.3 18 10.9

2003 10.4 9.75 33.8 114.8 476.8 263.8 38.7 51.2 99.8 32.3 21 8

2004 8.59 16.6 159.3 417.8 600.5 330.6 64.3 29.5 57.1 52.3 37.9 20.4

2005 28.4 29.9 43.5 198.7 713.3 595.5 152.8 55 28.5 52.2 19.7 16.9

2006 18.4 18.2 32.5 181.8 440.2 143.5 69.1 90 91.2 225.2 59.9 37

2007 27.8 18.6 78.6 141.3 486.2 338 101 125.9 82.1 59.1 28.9 18.8

2008 18.2 18.9 41 165.5 524.2 720.1 145.9 59.7 45.5 31.2 21.8 20.6

2009 16.7 18.2 38.6 199.4 786 281.1 87.5 30.4 25.7 18.6 12.8 8.96

2010 10.4 10.7 17.9 162.5 478.8 340.1 60.2 82.6 31.4 30.2 28 29.4

2011 27.5 21.6 26.6 115 349.6 665.7 129.5 43.2 31.4 40.1 23.8 17.6

2012 15.2 15.3 62.4 223.7 297.3 92.2 46.6 28.2 15.1 12.3 11.3 10.5

2013 9.82 9.6 12.5 89.1 294.3 99.4 38 61.1 192.4 80.6 48.7 33.3

2014 27.5 27.8 35 182.5 459.1 392.3 77.6 57.7 108.1 94.1 40 29.5

2015 28.3 28.1 66.6 111.6 314.5 661.7 175.2 62.6 40.7 51.9 36.9 18.3

2016 18.9 28.2 59.2 123.4 427.4 568.2 119.3 98.1 61.7 36 22.6 19.2

2017 23.2 23.7 93.3 246.3 528.1 664 138.5 65.3 37.8 29.7 22.3 11.2

2018 7.76 13 18 69.3 148.4 36.6 26.5 16.6 15 25.5 9.4 4.75

2019 4.98 5.69 14.8 158.3 325.3 960.8 379.2 72.4 29.4 18.5 14.1 15.3

Mean of

monthly

Discharge
From Silver 

Creek 1.34831 1.387275 3.440625 12.59475 33.23025 28.764 7.47075 4.41675 4.102875 3.669 1.969125 1.422038

USGS 09165000 DOLORES RIVER BELOW RICO, CO
Monthly mean in ft3/s   (Calculation Period: 2000-01-01 -> 2019-12-31)

Period-of-record for statistical calculation restricted by user

17.9775 18.497 45.875 167.93 443.07 383.52 99.61 58.89 54.705 48.92 26.255 18.9605
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HARRIS WATER ENGINEERING, INC. 
954 EAST SECOND AVENUE, #202 
DURANGO, COLORADO  81301 
970-259-5322 
steve@durangowater.com 
 
June 30, 2016 
 
Memorandum 
To:     Mike England, Town Manager 
     Marti Whitmore, Town Attorney 
From:     Steven C Harris, PE 
Subject:  Update of 2009 PER Water Supply and the Safe Number of Homes  
 
I have been involved since 1995 with the Town of Rico in assessing the water supply and the safe 
number of homes that can be served from the available water supply.  During the last 20 years 
there have been several evaluations and updates to reflect new information.  This memo is an 
update of information available since the November, 2009 - Preliminary Engineering Report 
“Alluvium Pipeline Water Supply Project” (2009 PER). 
 
Background Information 
The following are key findings of the previous water supply evaluations. 
 

o Previous to the 2002 and 2003 drought, the Silver Creek supply was believed to be adequate 
to supply the Town through buildout if not further.  However, the drought showed that 
Silver Creek was not a reliable source of water and at best could serve the number of homes 
served by the water system in 2002 (about 250 connections).   

 
o The increasing regulatory requirements for treatment of surface water has severely 

restricted the ability to treat Silver Creek water.  The existing membrane GE units were 
installed over 10 years ago but can no longer consistently meet the water treatment criteria.  
A complete new water treatment plant would be required to continue to use Silver Creek 
water but funding is not currently available to construct a new facility.  

 
o The alluvium well which began use in 2013 is permitted and decreed to provide up to 80 

gpm.  Testing prior to development of the well and use during operation, indicate that the 
well can provide 80 gpm on a consistent basis.  Increasing this water supply beyond the 
current decreed amount would be very challenging for a number of reasons, including 
decreed instream flow rights that would be senior to any enlargement of this right.   

 
o The alluvium well was determined to be a ground water source and therefore only needs 

disinfection, no filtration.   
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o Due to the 2002 drought and the current inability to treat the Silver Creek water, the 
alluvium well at 80 gpm is the only the reliable source of water currently available to the 
Town of Rico. 
 

o The 2009 PER Section V.I.C. “Proposed Water Supply from Alluvium Well” page 10 
estimated the safe number of homes that can be served at 410.   

 
Current Evaluation  
The 80 gpm well can provide a maximum of 110,000 gallons per day.  The average daily use in 
June and July from 2007 to 2015 is approximately 70,000 gallons per day.  There are currently 
approximately 270 single family homes or equivalent connected to the Rico water system.  There 
are a few commercial connections but the water use is similar to a single family home.  There are 
no large commercial uses such as an apartment buildings but there is the Rico Hotel that has about 
25 rooms and a bed and breakfast with around 10 rooms.     
 
There are approximately 1,300 platted historic lots in Rico.  The Town required that two of the 25’ 
by 100’ historic lots are required to build a home in order to meet the septic requirements; 
therefore, there is approximately 650 buildable lots.  Included in the 1,300 is the Atlantic Cable 
Subdivision with 45 ± lots that are a little bigger (average 0.3  to 0.5 acres) and the Silver Glance 
#2 Subdivision with 13 lots around 0.5 ± acre; however, these lots have plat restrictions that they 
cannot be re-subdivided, also cannot have an accessory dwelling.  There are also ten or so larger 
parcels like the nine acres in the River Corridor plus others in the same area of smaller size of 1-4 
acres that may be developed in the future; however, there may be flood plain issues with some of 
these lots.  In summary, there are a maximum of approximately 650 buildable lots of which 270 
are already developed, leaving a maximum of 380 homes that could be built.  New homes are being 
constructed at a rate of 1 to 5 per year. 
 
Proportioning the maximum available 110,000 gallons per day and the current usage of 70,000 
gallons per day for approximately 270 single family homes, results in a maximum number of 
homes that can be served at approximately 400.  Rico has a maximum of approximately 650 
buildable lots; however, there is only a current water supply for approximately 400.  Based on 
existing conditions, Rico will have difficulty providing water to all of the buildable lots assuming 
single family homes on each lot.  Larger developments on any of these lots would exacerbate the 
potential water supply problem.   
 
Potential methods to increase the water availability assuming that funds are available include: 
 

Continue to upgrade the water distribution system to reduce leaks particularly to reduce the 
peak demand in June and July. 
 
Rebuild the Silver Creek treatment plant to meet current regulations which would allow 
continued use of the existing 0.28 cfs (125 gpm) available during a drought.  A cost 
estimate for this plant has not been prepared but is likely high.  The new treatment plant 
should allow the Town to serve all 650 buildable lots. 
 



3 
 

The 1996 PER described another source of water which is to diverted water from the 
Dolores River downstream of Rico to a new treatment plant.  This would be an entirely 
new set of facilities and much more expensive than any other options.   

 
 
Based on the current facilities and water usage information, the existing 80 gpm cannot supply 
much more than about 400 lots which confirms the evaluation in the 2009 PER.  Higher density 
of units on any of the lots will exacerbate the problem.  To provide more water, significant funding 
is needed to first rebuild the Silver Creek treatment plant.   
 
 
 
 
 
 





Rico Infrastructure Survey 

The Rico Board of Trustees has identified a number of infrastructure needs in Rico.  The following is a 
survey that is designed to help the Town prioritize infrastructure projects and evaluate the willingness of 
the community incur taxes to spend tax dollars on infrastructure, including capital projects and basic 
operations and maintenance.  Please read the following carefully.  It will help you answer the survey 
questions. 

Important Terms 

1. Appraised value:  An appraised value is an evaluation of a property’s value based on a given 
point in time.  The evaluation is performed by a professional appraiser during the mortgage 
origination process.  The appraiser is usually chosen by the lender, but the appraisal is paid for 
by the borrower. 

2. Actual Value:  This is the Dolores County Assessor’s determination of the value of your property.  
The Assessor’s office primarily uses the market approach to assigning values, which means they 
look at the recent sales of comparable properties in your area and determine the value of your 
property based on an analysis of those sales.  The Assessor’s determination of actual value and 
the value that an appraiser may assign to your property do not always concur.  The assessor’s 
actual value is generally lower than the appraised value.  It is important to look at your 
property’s actual value according to the assessor.  That information is available at 
http://162.221.202.11/mapguide/dolores/index.php.  Please see instructions below when 
calculating your potential property tax increase.   

3. Assessed Value:  The assessed value of residences in Colorado is 7.15% of Actual Value.  The 
assessed value of commercial properties and vacant land is 29%.  Whether or not a property is 
commercial, vacant or residential is determined by the Dolores County Assessor not by Town of 
Rico Zoning regulations.   

4. Mill Levy:  A mill levy is property tax that is based on a property’s Assessed Value.  One mill is 
equal to $1.00 of tax per each $1,000 of Assessed Value.  To figure out exactly how much your 
individual property taxes would increase in each scenario in the survey, go to 
http://162.221.202.11/mapguide/dolores/index.php, find your property by either name or 
address then look to the left of the page for your assessed value.  Once you have found your 
Assessed Value multiply that number by the number of mills listed in each question and divide 
by 1000.  For example, if the assessed value of your home is $15,942, you would multiply 
$15,942 by 12.8 and divide by 1000.  You would pay an additional $204.06 per year to fund a 
new town shop.    

Notes:   

1. A mill levy increase by the Town does not increase taxes levied by other entities such as the 
Dolores County School District.  The current Town portion of your property tax bill represents 
25.37% of your total tax bill.  

2. Grant funding from the Department of Local Affairs may be available for the capital 
improvements but not for routine maintenance.   

3. Cost estimates for improvements are rough.  Final engineering and construction bids would be 
required for more accurate numbers. 

http://162.221.202.11/mapguide/dolores/index.php
http://162.221.202.11/mapguide/dolores/index.php


4. In addition to the 18.744 (total) mill levies that are specific to the Town of Rico there are also 
other taxing entities to which the Town property owners are subject.  They are the following: 

Dolores County General Fund  16.817 
County Road & Bridge   4.0 
County Social Services   1.85 
County Contingency   0.6 
Dolores County Library   1.0 
Operation of Life   3.6 
Dolores County School District  18.639 
Southwest Water Conservancy   0.403 
Rico Fire Department   7.468 
SMART (Rico shuttle)   0.75 
    

Question 1 

Please rank improvements to each of the following systems with 1 being the most important and 4 being 
the least important to you 

A. Internet   
B. Roads 
C. Wastewater  
D. Water 

Question 2  

Were your first two choices?  

□  Internet and roads 

□  Internet and wastewater 

□  Internet and water 

□  Roads and wastewater 

□  Roads and water 

□  Wastewater and water 

 

Question 3 

Do you own  

□  Commercial property 

□  Vacant land 

□  Residential property 



□  A combination 

Question 4 

Improving internet service to the Town would likely require the installation of fiber optics throughout 
the Town.  Based on an estimated tax increase of approximately 12.8 mills or 17.3% for this upgrade, 
would you be willing to vote for a mill levy increase to support internet improvements? 

□  Yes 

□  No 

Question 4b 

With grant funding that would reduce the cost of this project and based on an estimated tax increase of 
8.0 mills or 10.8%, would you be willing to support a tax increase for internet? 

□  Yes 

□  No 

Question 5 

Property taxes for Rico’s street fund have not increased for over 21 years (the last mill levy increase for 
roads was in 2000) but costs for maintaining the Rico road system have gone up steadily causing an 
annual deficit in the Town’s Street Fund.  Would you vote for an estimated tax increase of 20.62 mills or 
a 27.9% increase to maintain current levels of snow removal and grading and repair drainage ditches 
and culverts, do dust control, improve surfacing and keep up with necessary equipment replacement 
and repairs.     

□  Yes  

□  No 

Question 6 

The Town shop is in poor repair and is no longer adequate or safe.  Based on an estimated tax increase 
of 12.8 mills or 17.3%, would you vote for a mill levy increase to support the construction of a new town 
shop?   

□  Yes 

□  No 

Question 6b 

If grant funding would reduce the cost of this project to require a lower estimated tax increase of 8 mills 
or 10.8%, would you be willing to support a tax increase for a new Town Shop? 

□  Yes 

□  No 

 



Question 7 

The Rico sewer committee presented options for the construction of a central wastewater treatment 
system.  One of the options they presented, called a Septic Tank Effluent Pumping (STEP) system, was 
found to be less expensive than the traditional system.  Based on an estimated tax increase of 29.51 
mills or 39.9%, would you be willing to support the construction of a central sewer system to serve the 
commercial core of Rico that could be expanded in the future? 

□  Yes 

□  No 

Question 7b 

If grant funding reduced the cost of the project to require a lower estimated tax increase of 24.9 mills or 
33.7%, would you be willing to support the construction of an STEP sewer system that would serve the 
commercial core of Rico? 

□  Yes 

□  No 

Question 8  

Re-activating the Silver Creek water system would create a redundant water system for the Town as well 
as support some limited growth.  It would also offer increased fire protection.  A preliminary engineer’s 
report from 2018, estimated the cost of re-activating Silver Creek to be $4,000,000.  Would you support 
a tax increase of 42.4 mills or 57.5% to re-activate of Silver Creek?   

□  Yes 

□  No 

Question 8b  

If grant funding reduced the cost of this project to require an estimated tax increase of 31.8 mills or 
43.0%, would you be willing to support the re-activation of Silver Creek? 

□  Yes 

□  No 

 

Internet Improvement Estimate $1,500,000 - 12.80 Mills  

Commercial / Vacant 
Property Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner Residential Property 
Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner 

$100,000 $371.20 $100,000 $91.52 
$150,000 $556.80 $150,000 $137.28 
$200,000 $742.40 $200,000 $183.04 



$250,000 $928.00 $250,000 $228.80 
$300,000 $1,113.60 $300,000 $274.56 
$350,000 $1,299.20 $350,000 $320.32 
$400,000 $1,484.80 $400,000 $366.08 
$450,000 $1,670.40 $450,000 $411.84 

 

Internet Improvement Estimate with Grant Funding $750,000 – 8.0 Mills  

Commercial / Vacant 
Property Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner Residential Property 
Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner 

$100,000 $232.00 $100,000 $57.20 
$150,000 $348.00 $150,000 $85.80 
$200,000 $464.00 $200,000 $114.40 
$250,000 $580.00 $250,000 $143.00 
$300,000 $696.00 $300,000 $171.60 
$350,000 $812.00 $350,000 $200.20 
$400,000 $928.00 $400,000 $228.80 
$450,000 $1,044.00 $450,000 $257.40 

 

Road Estimate Maintenance with Grant $123,799 – 20.62 Mills  

Commercial / Vacant 
Property Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner Residential Property 
Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner 

$100,000 $597.98 $100,000 $147.43 
$150,000 $896.97 $150,000 $221.15 
$200,000 $1,195.96 $200,000 $294.87 
$250,000 $1,494.95 $250,000 $368.58 
$300,000 $1,793.94 $300,000 $442.30 
$350,000 $2,092.93 $350,000 $516.02 
$400,000 $2,391.92 $400,000 $589.73 
$450,000 $2,690.91 $450,000 $663.45 

 

Town Shop Estimate $1,500,000 - 12.80 Mills 

Commercial / Vacant 
Property Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner Residential Property 
Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner 

$100,000 $371.20 $100,000 $91.52 
$150,000 $556.80 $150,000 $137.28 
$200,000 $742.40 $200,000 $183.04 
$250,000 $928.00 $250,000 $228.80 
$300,000 $1,113.60 $300,000 $274.56 
$350,000 $1,299.20 $350,000 $320.32 
$400,000 $1,484.80 $400,000 $366.08 



$450,000 $1,670.40 $450,000 $411.84 
 

Town Shop Estimate with Grant Funding $750,000 – 8.0 Mills 

Commercial / Vacant 
Property Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner Residential Property 
Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner 

$100,000 $232.00 $100,000 $57.20 
$150,000 $348.00 $150,000 $85.80 
$200,000 $464.00 $200,000 $114.40 
$250,000 $580.00 $250,000 $143.00 
$300,000 $696.00 $300,000 $171.60 
$350,000 $812.00 $350,000 $200.20 
$400,000 $928.00 $400,000 $228.80 
$450,000 $1,044.00 $450,000 $257.40 

 

Sewer in the Commercial Core Estimate $3,350,392 – 29.51 Mills 

Commercial / Vacant 
Property Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner Residential Property 
Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner 

$100,000 $855.79 $100,000 $211.00 
$150,000 $1,283.69 $150,000 $316.49 
$200,000 $1,711.58 $200,000 $421.99 
$250,000 $2,139.48 $250,000 $527.49 
$300,000 $2,567.37 $300,000 $632.99 
$350,000 $2,995.27 $350,000 $738.49 
$400,000 $3,423.16 $400,000 $843.99 
$450,000 $3,851.06 $450,000 $949.48 
Sewer in the Commercial Core Estimate with Grant Funding $2,350,392 – 24.9 

Mills 

Commercial / Vacant 
Property Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner Residential Property 
Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner 

$100,000 $722.10 $100,000 $178.04 
$150,000 $1,083.15 $150,000 $267.05 
$200,000 $1,444.20 $200,000 $356.07 
$250,000 $1,805.25 $250,000 $445.09 
$300,000 $2,166.30 $300,000 $534.11 
$350,000 $2,527.35 $350,000 $623.12 
$400,000 $2,888.40 $400,000 $712.14 
$450,000 $3,249.45 $450,000 $801.16 

 

  Re-activating Silver Creek Estimate $4,000,000 – 43.43 Mills 



Commercial / Vacant 
Property Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner Residential Property 
Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner 

$100,000 $1,229.60 $100,000 $303.16 
$150,000 $1,844.40 $150,000 $454.74 
$200,000 $2,459.20 $200,000 $606.32 
$250,000 $3,074.00 $250,000 $757.90 
$300,000 $3,688.80 $300,000 $909.48 
$350,000 $4,303.60 $350,000 $1,061.06 
$400,000 $4,918.40 $400,000 $1,212.64 
$450,000 $5,533.20 $450,000 $1,364.22 

 

Re-activating Silver Creek Estimate with Grant Funding  $3,000,000 – 31.8 Mills 

Commercial / Vacant 
Property Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner Residential Property 
Total Value 

Annual Cost to Owner 

$100,000 $922.20 $100,000 $227.37 
$150,000 $1,383.30 $150,000 $341.06 
$200,000 $1,844.40 $200,000 $454.74 
$250,000 $2,305.50 $250,000 $568.43 
$300,000 $2,766.60 $300,000 $682.11 
$350,000 $3,227.70 $350,000 $795.80 
$400,000 $3,688.80 $400,000 $909.48 
$450,000 $4,149.90 $450,000 $1,023.17 

 



mco ORDINANCE NO. 2011- 3

AN ORDENANCE OF THE TOWN OF RICO, COLORADO AMENDING RICO LAND
USE CODE, ARTICLE II, SECTION 220, TO ALLOW SHORT-TERM RENTAL
DWELLING UNITS AS A USE BY “SPECIAL USE PERMIT REVIEW” IN THE
RESIDENTIAL ZONE DISTRICT; ARTICLE IV, SECTION 420, TO ALLOW
SPECIAL USE PERMITS ONLY WHERE SPECIFIED IN AN UNDERLYING ZONE
DISTRICT; AND ARTICLE IX, DEFINITIONS, TO FURTHER CLARIFY THESE
AMENDMENTS; AND ARTICLE H, SECTION 222 REGARDING ACCESSORY
DWELLING UNITS IN THE SILVERGLANCE SUEDIVSION

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Town of Rico has detennined that short-term rental
dwelling units are beneficial to the local economy of the Town and that allowing this use in the
Town’s Residential Zone District will promote the best interests of the citizens of Rico;

WHEREAS, to accomplish this goal and still protect the integrity of surrounding
neighborhoods. the Board finds that Rico’s Land Use Code, Article II, Section 220. titled
“Residential (R) Zone District”, should be amended to allow for short-term rental dwelling units
by “Special Use Permit Review”;

WHEREAS, Rico Land Use Code, Article IV, Section 420, presently authorizes uses by Special
Use Permit Review;

WHEREAS, in order to further clarify that uses permitted by “Special Use Permit Review” are
only those specified as such in an underlying Zone District, the Board of Trustees declares that it
is in the public interest to also amend Rico Land Use Code, Article IV, Section 420, to align with
this intent

WHEREAS, the Commercial Districts outlined in the Rico Land Use Code presently specify
uses which may be allowed by “Special Use Permit Review”;

WHEREAS, in order to clarify the Board ofTrustees’ intent as set forth herein and to correct
any present ambiguities in the Rico Land Use Code, the Board finds that it is in the best interest
of the Town to amend Article II, Section 420, to authorize specified uses by “Special Use Permit
Review” in certain zone districts, and to also amend Article DC, Definitions, to comport with the
other amendments set forth herein;

WHEREAS, in order to keep the Rico Land Use Code up to date and grammatically correct, the
Board accepts administrative changes to subtext within Article II, Section 222; Residential
District Guidelines, and Article VI, Subsection 424.3 to aid with the clarity and conformity of the
Rico Land Use Code.

1



C
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF

THE TOWN OF RICO THAT THE RICO LAND USE CODE, ARTICLE U, SECTIONS
220 AND 222; ARTICLE IV, SECTION 420 AND 424.3; AND ARTICLE IX SHALL BE
AMENDED AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1.

Article II, Section 220, titled “Residential Zone District” shall be amended to add a Section 221,
A & B, to allow short-term rental dwelling units, daycare facilities, schools and churches as uses
permitted by “Special Use Permit Review” in the Residential Zone District as follows:

220. RESIDENTIAL (R) ZONE DISTRICTS - USES PERMITTED BY RIGHT

Single family dwellings, accessory dwelling units, accessory buildings and use, including home
occupation.

221. RESIDENTIAL USES BY SPECIAL USE PERMIT REVIEW

A. Short-term rental dwelling units! accommodations, excluding hotels, condominium-
hotels, bed and breakfasts, motels, lodges, boarding houses and rooming houses.

B. Daycare facilities, schools and churches

SECTION II.

222.

Article II, Section 222, titled “Residential District Design Regulations,” shall be amended
to grammatically clarify language regarding the Atlantic Cable, Upper Atlantic Cable,
Silverglance Subdivision, and Silverglance Subdivision Filing 2 as follows:

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT DESIGN REGULATIONS

(ORD. No. 2008-3. § 222, 03-19-08)

C

DESIGN REGULATIONS REQUIREMENTS

LOT SIzE 5,000 Square Feet, 7,500 Square Feet for Single family
dwellings with Accessory Dwelling Units

FRONT SET BACK 12 feet

SIDE SET BACK 7 feet

REAR SET BACK 5 feet

BUILDING HEIGHT 30 feet

C
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MAXIMUM FLOOR AREA Maximum Floor Area Formula = 50% of Lot square footage
provided that in no event shall MFA exceed 3,250 sq.ft.

MFA for non-conforming lots 50% of Lot square footage

SITE COVERAGE 70% of the lot

OFF-STREET PARKING One vehicle space per dwelling unit.

PERMInED EXTERIOR Wood siding (stained or painted), Stone, Brick, Cementatous
MATERIALS siding such as Hardy Plank, Ti-Il with battens no more than

12” centers. Metal, non-reflective architectural elements are
permitted up to a maximum of up to 40% of the exterior

surface area, excluding the roof.

PROHIBITED EXTERIOR Vinyl, Fiberglass, aluminum, exposed cinder block, exposed
MATERIALS concrete block (CMU), plywood

t(with the exception of Tl-l I)

* The minimum lot size for the Atlantic Cable, Upper Atlantic Cable, &1eeG1+w*ee Silvergiance
Subdivision and Silverglance Subdivision Filing 2 shall be the existing platted lots because these
subdivisions were platted to be single family lots, that is, ncither thrther residential subdivision.
nor the development of accessory dwellinI units of existing lots shall be permitted as uses by
right.

SECTION IlL

Article IV, Section 420, fitted “Special Use Permits,” shall be amended to clarify that uses by
“Special Use Permit Review” are permitted only as specified by the underlying Zone Districts:

420. SPECIAL USE PERI%liTs

The Rico Land Use Code authorizes uses by Specia’ Use Pennit Review in Commercial mid
Residential Zone Districts. A Special Use Permit (“SUP”) must be obtained prior to instituting a use
which is not penuitted in a particular Zone District. but which is otherwise explicitly authorized as a
use permitted by “Special Use Permit Review”. A Special Use is a use that may or may not be
appropriate in a given location depending upon the circumstances and the conditions imposed upon
the approval of the use. Conditions shall be designed to reasonably mitigate adverse impacts of the
use upon surrounding properties.
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SECTION IV.

Article IV, Section 424.3 shall be amended as follows to comport with the changes to Section
420:

424.3 A statement explaining why the proposed use meets the standards for review and why
the proposed use is compatible whieb with existing adjacent land uses and the sunounding
neighborhood. An application fee as indicated in Appendix A.

SECTION V.

Article IX, Definitions, shall be amended to add a definition for “Short-Term Rental Dwelling
Unit,” and to amend the definition of “Accommodations” to distinguish it from short-term
rental dwelling units as follows:

Accommodations: The short term rental of properties for periods of 30 days or less, includinu
motels, hotels, inns, condominium-hotels, lodges, and bed and breakfasts.

Short term rental dwellinp unit: The short-term rental of properties for periods of 30 days or
less, excluding hotels, condominium-hotels, motels, lodges, boarding houses, rooming houses,
and bed and breakfasts.

SECTION VI.

CEffective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective upon its final passage by the Rico Board of
Trustees and publication as required by Colorado Statute.

INTRODUCED, READ AND ADOPTED UPON FIRST READING THIS 18th DAY OF
May_,2Ot1.

INTRODUCED, READ, AND ADOPTED FOLLOWING PUBLIC HEARING UPON
SECOND READING THIS 15 DAY OF June ,2011.

Rico Mayor

Attest: Rico Town Clerk

C
4



TOWN OF TELLURIDE 

Understanding Short-Term Rental Regulations 

The Telluride Municipal Code and Land Use Code regulate rentals within the Town of Telluride and regulations 

vary depending upon the zone district in which the rental property is located. Short-term rentals (rentals for 29 

days or less) are subject to both state and local sales and excise taxes, and most are subject to the newly enacted 

Affordable Housing Short-Term Rental Tax. In an effort to clarify rental regulation and taxation, the Town of 

Telluride provides the following information.  

Short-Term Rental Taxation.  
All short-term rentals in the Town of Telluride are subject to taxes which must be collected from renters and 

remitted by the property owner or manager. It is important to note that most short-term rental websites will not 

remit taxes on an account holder’s behalf. Town of Telluride taxes are remitted directly to Town, and County 

and State taxes to the Colorado Department of Revenue. Please Note: Rental websites handle tax remittance 

differently, some remitting no taxes, and some only certain taxes on behalf of the property owner. The 

property owners are ultimately responsible for ensuring compliance with all applicable state and local laws 

including tax collection and remittance. 

8.65% Sales Tax. 

All short-term rentals are subject to an 8.65% sales tax broken down as follows: 

4.5% Town of Telluride sales tax*  

2.9% State of Colorado sales tax 

1.0% San Miguel County sales tax 

0.25% San Miguel Authority for Regional Transportation sales tax 

*Town’s 4.5% sales tax is inclusive of a 0.5% sales tax which supports affordable housing. Of the remaining 4%

unencumbered sales tax revenue, 20% supports the Open Space Fund and the remainder supports the General Fund. 

2% San Miguel County Lodging Tax. 

Short-term rentals are also subject to San Miguel County’s 2% Lodging Tax collected by all lodging 

establishments within the county to support Marketing Telluride Inc. and the Norwood Chamber. 

2% Town of Telluride Excise Tax. 

Short-term rentals are also subject to Telluride’s 2% excise tax which supports the Airline Guaranty Fund 

supporting air traffic to the region.  

2.5% Town of Telluride Affordable Housing Short-Term Rental Tax. 

All short-term rental properties except those assessed as Commercial by the San Miguel County Assessor 

are subject to the newly enacted 2.5% Town of Telluride Affordable Housing Short-Term Rental Tax. This 

tax was approved by the electorate in November 2019 and applies to all rentals beginning January 1, 2020. 

For additional information regarding local taxes contact the Town of Telluride Finance Department at (970) 728- 
8436 or refer to the Town’s website at http://telluride-co.gov/ under the Finance tab.  

For information regarding County and State taxes contact the Colorado Department of Revenue at (303) 534-

1208 or http://www.colorado.gov/revenue. 

To determine the Property Tax Classification of a property, contact the San Miguel County Assessor at 728-3174. 

SHORT-TERM RENTALS ARE TAXED AT A RATE OF 15.15% 

EXCEPTION: SHORT-TERM RENTALS IN PROPERTIES ASSESSED AS COMMERCIAL BY THE COUNTY 

ASSESSOR ARE TAXED AT A RATE OF 12.65% AS THEY ARE NOT SUBJECT TO THE TOWN OF 

TELLURIDE AFFORDABLE HOUSING SHORT-TERM RENTAL TAX AS EXPLAINED ABOVE 
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Business License Requirements.  
A Town of Telluride business license is required for each short-term rental property and must be acquired prior 

to advertising the availability of a property. Advertising includes all marketing regardless of medium and all 

advertisements must display or cite a current license number. Business licenses may be obtained online at 

https://telluride.munirevs.com/ and additional information is available at www.telluride-co.gov or by calling 

the license administrator at (970) 728-2159. Town of Telluride business licenses expire December 31st 

annually and must be renewed by January 6th of each calendar year. 

Business License Fees. The cost of a business license for a short-term rental property is $165 + $22 per 

sleeping area including lofts and converted sleeping areas. Seventy-four percent (74%) of business license 

revenue supports Marketing Telluride Inc. whose sole purpose is marketing the Telluride Region which in turn 

benefits short-term rental business. Twenty percent (20%) goes to the Town of Telluride Open Space Fund, 

and the remaining 6% pays for administration of the business license program. 

Residential Zone Districts. 
In an effort to maintain the character of residential neighborhoods, restrictions on the number of occurrences and 

number of days a dwelling may be rented annually have been adopted. Rental limits apply to the following 

residential zone districts: Residential, Historic Residential, Hillside Transitional, Hillside Developing One, 

Hillside Developing Two, West Hillside and Medium Density Residential (collectively referred to as 

“Residential Zone Districts”). While most Residential Zone Districts are north of Colorado Avenue, please 

refer to the zoning map available on the Town's website. Planning Department assistance is also available at 970-

728-2175. NOTE: Residential Zone District short-term rental restrictions do not apply to rentals in the 

accommodations and commercial zone districts. 

Long-Term Rental In Residential Zone Districts. 
Long-term rentals are rentals for periods of 30 consecutive days or more and are allowed throughout the Town 

of Telluride. In the Residential Zone Districts, however, long-term rentals for a single property may not exceed 

three (3) rentals in any calendar year pursuant to Telluride Land Use Code §3-601.B.  For example, you could 

rent your property one time for 60 days, one time for 30 days and one time for 180 days. Long term rentals are 

not subject to sales, excise or Affordable Housing Short Term Rental taxes and are not subject to the short-term 

rental requirements of Article 3, Division 6 of the Land Use Code except to §3-601.B as mentioned above. 

Short-Term Rental In Residential Zone Districts. 
Short-term rentals are for periods of 29 days or less and are also permitted throughout Town. Short-term rentals 

for each Residential Zone District property, however, may not exceed three short-term rentals annually for a 

cumulative number of rental days not to exceed 29. For example, a property may be rented once for 15 days, 

once for 10 days and once for 4 days in a calendar year, three rentals for a cumulative number of 29 days, or may 

have one short-term rental for 29 days total. 

Violations Of Telluride Municipal Code. 
Town encourages voluntary compliance with local and state regulations, but will not hesitate to file summons 

and complaints for violations of Telluride Municipal Code regarding property rentals. Please consult the 

Telluride Municipal Code and the Land Use Code available online at https://telluride.municipal.codes/ for details 

regarding local regulations, or contact the Planning Department at (970) 728-2175 with questions regarding 

short-term rental, long-term rental, Residential Zone Districts, or what constitutes compliance with local 

regulations.  

Failure to comply with the provisions of the Telluride Municipal Code and/or Land Use Code regarding property 

rentals can have serious consequences. Most violations constitute a misdemeanor and upon conviction are 

punishable by a fine of up to one thousand dollars ($1,000), or imprisonment for a period of up to ninety (90) 

days, or both such fine and imprisonment for each offense. In addition, each day a violation occurs or continues 

to exist is considered a separate offense. Most importantly, aside from the legal consequences, violations in 

Residential Zone Districts negatively impact neighboring property owners and residents. 
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MORE INFORMATION 

TOPIC CONTACT PHONE or WEBSITE 

Town of Telluride 

Taxes 

Town of Telluride 

Finance Department 

http://telluride-co.gov/126/Sales-Use-Excise-

Tax-Information or 970-728-8436 

San Miguel County & 

Colorado State Taxes 

Colorado Department 

of Revenue 

http://www.colorado.gov/revenue or 

303-534-1208 

Property Tax 

Classification 

San Miguel County 

Assessor 

https://www.sanmiguelcountyco.gov/148/Assessor 
970-728-3174 

Town of Telluride 

Business Licensing 

Town of Telluride 

Clerks Department 

http://telluride-co.gov/281/Business-Licenses 

970-728-2159 

Town of Telluride 

Land Use Code 

Town of Telluride 

Planning Department 

https://telluride.municipal.codes/ 

970-728-2175 

Town of Telluride 

Municipal Code 

Town of Telluride 

Legal Department 

https://telluride.municipal.codes/TMC 

970-728-2164 

Residential Rental 

Affidavits 

Town of Telluride 

Clerks Department 
970-728-2159 

RESIDENTIAL ZONE DISTRICT SHORT-TERM RENTAL REGULATIONS 

Property owners in Residential Zone Districts who wish to rent their properties must ensure 

compliance with all local and state laws including, but not limited to, the following: 

• Confirmation that short-term rental is a use permitted in the Telluride Land Use Code for the

property’s underlying zone district; and 

• A Town of Telluride business license for each rental unit is obtained prior to or upon

advertising of the short-term rental availability; and 

• The valid business license number issued by the Town of Telluride appears on all advertising

for the rental property; and 

• The property owner or an owner’s representative is designated as an on-call representative who

is available 24/7 while the property is rented; and 

• The on-call representative’s contact information is filed with the Town Clerk during the

business licensing process; and 

• The on-call representative’s contact information is prominently displayed and clearly

represented within the property; and 

• There is a clearly-defined trash and recycling storage area and an adequate number of bear

proof trash and recycling containers for use by the renters, the location of which is clearly 

communicated to all renters; and 

• Renters are properly informed about relevant Town of Telluride regulations, including but not

limited to, restrictions and requirements for parking, pets, trash and recycling disposal and storage, 

bears, and noise; and 

• Applicable local and state taxes are collected and timely remitted for all short-term rentals; and

• The required Residential Rental Affidavit is signed by the property owner or owner’s

representative attesting to rental frequency and number of rental days for each rental property by 

January 6 annually. 
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RESIDENTIAL RENTAL AFFIDAVIT  
 

Please complete this form and have it notarized.   
 
Residential Street Address: ____________________________________, Telluride, Colorado 
 
Town of Telluride Business License Number: 
 
Rental Status for Prior Calendar Year (please check all that apply): 
 
___ Short Term The above property was rented short term (less than 30 consecutive days) on 

_____ occasions for a total of ________ rental days during the calendar year. 

___ Long Term The above property was rented for 30 consecutive days or more on _____ 

occasions in the calendar year. 

 
I affirm that the above is a true and accurate statement. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Owner Name/Owner Agent/Owner Representative (print) 
 
_______________________             _____________________________________________ 
Contact Phone    Contact Email 
                
______________________________________________________          ________________ 
Owner Name/Owner Agent/Owner Representative (sign)                      (date) 
 
 
State of ______________________   ) 
                                     ) ss. 
County of _____________________  ) 
 
The foregoing instrument was sworn to before me this ______day of _____________, 20____, 

by ______________________________.  

 
My commission expires on: __________________ 
 
Witness my hand and official seal 
 
______________________________ 
Notary Public 
 
 
RETURN TO:  Telluride Town Clerk                                 DUE: On January 1, yearly                            
135 W Columbia Avenue, P.O. Box 397, Telluride, Co 81435   
 



 

COMMUNITY INSIGHTS 
Live More Like a Local! 

 
www.telluride-co.gov 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Help Reach Our Zero Waste Goal  Telluride is working hard to divert waste from the local landfill by reducing, reusing, and 
recycling.  We encourage you to help us by joining our efforts. 

♦ Trash & recycling –  

o When is pickup?  If you are renting a home, ask the Property Manager.  Each home is likely to have different days and times. 
o What goes into the blue recycling bin?  Recycling tips are on the opposite side of this page. 

♦ Grocery bags – To help reduce waste, Telluride has banned plastic grocery bags and placed a 10-cent fee on each recycled-
content paper bag.  If you did not bring a re-usable grocery bag with you or your host has not left some for you to use during your 
stay, reusable bags are available for purchase at local stores. 

♦ The Free Box – The Free Box is a great place to find and leave gently used items that can be used again.  It is maintained by 
wonderful volunteers, AKA “The Friends of the Free Box”.  Please respect the rules.  Do not leave anything on the sidewalk next to 
the box and, please do not leave electronics, furniture, or heavily used or soiled items. 

♦ Reusable To Go Cups – We all love to get a coffee or tea to go!  Bring a reusable coffee mug and some coffee purveyors will give 
you a discount. 

♦ Household batteries – If you have used household batteries that you’d like to recycle, bring them to the Wilkinson Public Library.  
The library will recycle them free of charge. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Think Conservation 
♦ Save electricity – Turn off lights that are not needed, especially in unoccupied rooms or when you are not at 

home.  Do not leave cell phones or computers plugged in, unless they are in active use or are being 
recharged.  (You might also consider carrying a head lamp as a handy tool for potential electrical outages.) 

♦ Save water – Turn off the water faucet when you are brushing your teeth or shaving.  In homes, only run full 
dishwasher and laundry loads. 

♦ Save fuel – Telluride has a “no idling” law.  Please, turn off your vehicle if you will be in place for 30 seconds or 
more (i.e., most times).  Idling a car for 30 seconds or more uses more gasoline than stopping and restarting. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Never Feed Wildlife, Especially Bears     Telluride is incredibly lucky to be surrounded by a variety of wildlife.  
However, while we live close to wildlife, we never feed them.  This keeps wildlife from associating humans with food; maintaining 
healthy boundaries that keep both them and us safe.  Black Bears are in and around town from March through November.  Their 
favorite early A.M. activity is knocking over trash cans to see which are full of food and not locked.  Please, remember to lock both clips 
on the lid of outdoor trash can(s) each and every night. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Be a Responsible Dog Guard 
♦ Poop – Guardians must have a receptacle for picking up dog feces at all times and must immediately 

remove feces dropped by dog(s) in their care.  Please put dog feces in a trash container or a container 
specifically provided for dog waste.  It is unlawful (and yucky) to put poop in storm sewers, water ways, or 
on the property of another. 

♦ Leashing – Dogs must be on a leash in Town Park and between Columbia & Pacific avenues (i.e., Main 
Street).  During the ski season, dogs must also be leashed on the Gondola Plaza and at the base of Lift 7. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Be Considerate      
♦ Noise – Please keep the noise down, especially after 10 pm.  Remember that your neighbors may be starting out for work (or first 

tracks) early in the morning. 

♦ Parking – If possible, please park in the driveway of the property where you are staying.  Do not park on neighboring properties or 
block neighborhood driveways.  You may park your vehicle on the street in your unit’s neighborhood, if you have a parking permit 
and are in compliance with the street-specific parking regulations detailed on town parking signs.  Your rental agent or local contact 
would provide this parking permit to you at check in. 

Thank you for your cooperation! 
(Version 2012) 



 
 

RECYCLING 
in Telluride 

 
 

 
 

RECYCLE IN 5 EASY STEPS 
 
1. Remove all caps and lids from containers.  Put all caps and lids into the blue recycle bin. 

2. Remove labels from bottles and tins, if possible.  

3. Wash food residue from the item. 

4. If it is plastic or metal, crush the item to reduce its volume.  If it is a box, flatten it. 

5. Place the item into the blue recycle bin.  (Keep all co-mingles together on the bottom.  Keep all paper/fiber together 
on the top or to the side of the co-mingles.) 

 
 

WHAT SHOULD YOU PUT INTO YOUR RECYCLE BIN? 
 
CO-MINGLES –  
 
Metal: Aluminum cans, tin cans 

Glass: All bottles & jars. 

Plastic: #1 through #7.  Look for the mark on the bottom of the plastic.  If there is no mark, then it is trash. 
 
FIBER – 
 
Paper: paper, newspaper, magazines, telephone books, receipts, envelopes-with and without windows. 

Paper board: cookie boxes, cracker boxes, cereal boxes, pasta boxes, paperboard egg cartons.  (Please, do 
not put loose paper products inside paperboard items.) 

Corrugated Cardboard: Broken down to flat.  Limit of 8 pieces (aka “an armful”) per week.  Place underneath the 
recycling bin. 

 
 

WHAT SHOULDN’T YOU PUT INTO YOUR RECYCLE BIN? 
 

No aluminum foil or pie tins. 
No mirrors, drinking glasses, broken windows. 

No fluorescent paper.  No photos. 
No milk cartons, juice cartons, or butter boxes. 

No diapers! 
No dog poop bags! 

No kitty litter! 
No food scraps or coffee grounds! 

No plastic bags of any kind! 
No batteries or e-waste! 

 
Special Note on Coffee Cups:  Lids = Yes.  Used Cups = No. 

Prohibited Items 
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ORDINANCE NO.17-03 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF RIDGWAY, COLORADO, DEFINING SHORT-TERM RENTALS, REVISING 
REGULATIONS FOR SHORT-TERM RENTALS, PROVIDING FOR LICENSING OF SHORT-TERM RENTALS AND LIMITING 
THE NUMBER OF SHORT-TERM RENTALS ALLOWED WITHIN THE TOWN OF RIDGWAY, AND WAIVING 
ADDITIONAL TAP FEES FOR ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 7-3-13(G) OF THE RIDGWAY 
MUNICIPAL CODE, SHARING A SINGLE TAP WITH A PRIMARY DWELLING. 

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Ridgway (the "Town") believes it appropriate to define 
short-term rentals, license their use, broaden the types of short-term rentals allowed throughout the Town; 
and to clarify the status of mixed use buildings in the HB and GC Districts; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to ensure that short-term rentals are not consuming too much of . 
the town's housing supply, especially long-term rental housing; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to maintain the character of community and neighborhoods, 
particularly as a "real community" and not just a tourist town; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to allow short-term rental opportunities within the Town of 
Ridgway with the resulting economic benefits, potential tourism attraction, and ability to make one's home 
and property more affordable; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to assure a safe and quality experience for residents, businesses 
and visitors; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to balance the need for regulations with the cost to the property 
owner and burden of enforcement to the Town; keep revenue neutral; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to continue incentivizing the construction and use of Accessory 
Dwelling Units as defined by Ridgway Municipal Code Section 7-3-13(G) within the Town of Ridgway. 

WHEREAS, the Town has the power and authority to make and publish ordinances that are necessary 
and proper to provide for the safety and preserve the health of the inhabitants of the Town not inconsistent 
with the laws of the State of Colorado; and 

WHEREAS, the Town has made a conscientious effort to plan for specific uses within all zoning districts 
and to anticipate conflicts between competing land uses, in order to protect the public's health, safety and 
welfare; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RIDGWAY, COLORADO, as 
follows: 

SECTION 1. 

Subsection 7-3-2 of the Ridgway Municipal Code, is amended as follows to add the definition for Short-term 
Rental. 

• • • 
SHORT-TERM RENTAL: Rental of all or a portion of a residential dwelling unit for periods of less than 31 days. 
This definition of short-term rentals excludes hotels, motels, lodges, and bed and breakfasts. 
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• • 
SECTION 2. 

Subsection 7-3-13(1) of the Ridgway Municipal Code, is repealed and a new subsection (I) is enacted as 
follows: 

{I) Short-term Rental Regulations: 

{1) Intent and Purpose: Establish standards and procedures by which residential short-term rentals 

can be provided in a manner that protects both the quality of experience and the character of the 

Town of Ridgway. It is the Town of Ridgway's intent to establish short-term rental regulations to 

promote a mix of lodging options, support the local economy, while also upholding the integrity of 
the Town. 

(2) Permitted Use of short-term rentals 

(a) Short-term rentals are allowed in all zoning districts where residential units are a use by right or 
an approved conditional use. Short-term rentals are not permitted in the "1-1" Light Industrial -
1 District or the "1-2" Light Industrial District. Short-term rentals shall comply with the provisions 
of this Subsection (I) and shall be licensed per Chapter 8, Section 5 of the Ridgway Municipal 
Code. Provided however the provisions of Subsection 7-3-13{1){2){b) below are not applicable to 
such units in the HB or GC Districts. 

(b) For short-term rentals not in the "HB" Historic Business or General Commercial "GC" Districts, 
the structure involved: 

{i) Shall be a single family dwelling structure; or 

(ii) Shall be a single residential unit in structures with mixed uses; or 

(iii) Shall be a property with two dwelling structures where the owner may use one of the 

dwelling structures as a short-term rental if both dwelling structures are owned by a 
single owner and one dwelling unit is owner occupied. 

(iv) Shall not be a multiple family residence or structure as short-term rentals are prohibited 
in multiple family structures. 

(c) In the HB and GC Districts, a maximum of five short-term rentals are allowed per building or 
structure. 

(3) Performance Standards for short-term rentals 

(a) The unit being rented, shall be a Dwelling Unit, as defined pursuant to Chapter 7, Section 3, 7-3-
2 of the Town Code shall not have more than 5 bedrooms, nor be leased or used to any group 
containing more than 10 people over the age of 18. 

{b) The unit shall have a minimum of 2 off-street parking spaces available and any additional spaces 
necessary to accommodate the tenant's vehicles off street. 

(c) There shall be an owner's agent available to be at the unit within 20 minutes, who is on call full 
time to manage the property during any period the unit is rented. The name address and phone 
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number of the agent must be kept current on file with the Town, and posted in the shorMerm 
rental. 

(d} Adequate trash and recycle containers shall be provided and information on placement for 
collection shall be provided in the short-term rental as stated in Ridgway Municipal Code Section 
9-2-5. 

(e} The unit shall be maintained in compliance with applicable Town ordinances and regulations. 
The rental of residential units as provided herein shall not unreasonably annoy or interfere with 
the use or enjoyment of public or private property or which constitutes a health or safety hazard. 

(f) The owner must have current state and Town sales tax licenses, a Town business license at such 
time the Town has business licensing, and collect and remit sales taxes and lodging taxes. 

SECTION 3. 
Subsection 7-3-13(G) of the Ridgway Municipal Code, is amended as follows, to add a new subsection (10}: 

(10) An accessory dwelling unit, as defined in Ridgway Municipal Code Section 7-3-13(G) either 
attached or detached to the primary dwelling, may be utilized as a short-term rental only under 
the following circumstances: 

(a) tap fees are paid at 30% pursuant to Ridgway Municipal Code Chapter 9·1·9(cl(2); and 

(bl 100% of monthly water, sewer, trash and recycling services are paid on a monthly basis 

pursuant to Ridgway Municipal Code Chapter 9; and, 

(c) the lot size upon which both dwelling units are sited is a minimum of 8,000 square feet. 

SECTION 4. 
Chapter 8 Section 5 of the Ridgway Municipal Code, is added as follows: 

Subsectlons: 

8·5·1 Licenses Required. 
8-5-2 License Fees. 
8-5-3 Supplemental Regulations. 
8-5-4 Revocation of License. 

8-5-1 UCENSES REQUIRED. 

CHAPTER 8 

SECTION 5 

Short-term Rentals 

(A} Any property owner who rents out a unit on a short-term basis within the Town of Ridgway shall be 
required to obtain a short-term rental license (hereinafter a "Short-term Rental license") for each short-term 
rental unit from the Town of Ridgway. Such Short-term Rental license and its corresponding number shall be 
prominently displayed in all advertising of the unit. The cost of such licensing and renewals shall be set by 
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resolution of the Town Council. Short-term Rental licenses are nontransferable, except where upon death the 
property is transferred to an immediate family member, the Short-term license number may be transferred 
with the property. 

(B) All Short-term Rental units, except the Short-term Rental of a single room inside an owner occupied 
dwelling unit, are required to have and pass a health, safety and welfare inspection by the Town Building 
Inspector. This inspection will be completed with the initial and renewal licensing processes. 

(C) The total number of Short-term Rental licenses in the Town of Ridgway shall be limited to 50 at any 
one time. The Short-term Rental of a single room inside an owner occupied dwelling unit shall not be counted 
toward the maximum number of licenses to be issued. 

(D) Short-term Rental licenses shall be issued for a period of two years and subject to biannual renewal 
(every 2 years). Notwithstanding this two year term, the Town may determine a more frequent licensing 
schedule is needed for any particular unit, and the initial term for licensing. 

8-5-2 LICENSE FEES. 

(A) The local application and license fees for all Short-term Rental licenses issued, and applications 
submitted shall be enacted by Town Council Resolution. 

(B) In addition to the above fees, the applicant/licensee shall reimburse the Town for all out-of-pocket 
costs incurred during review of the application, or license, including legal fees, consultant fees, postage, notice 
and publishing costs. The Town shall bill the applicant/licensee upon completion of the application or review 
process and completion of any conditions thereof. No application or license shall be finally approved until the 
bill is paid. Each bill shall be overdue 30 days after its date. Bills not paid by the due date shall accrue interest 
at the rate of 1½ % per month or part thereof. Such fees may be certified to the County Treasurer for collection 
as delinquent charges or collected in any other lawful manner. 

(C) The Town Council may revise such amounts by resolution based on costs incurred by the Town in the 
administration and enforcement of the ShorMerm Rental Licensing and related provisions. 

8-5-3 SUPPLEMENTAL REGULATIONS. 

(A) All Dwelling Units, for Short-term Rental licenses issued shall comply with applicable requirements of 
Town ordinances, including building and zoning regulations, inclusive of Chapter 7 Section 3-13(1}, and this 
Section. 

(B) The Town Council shall be the local licensing authority for the Town for Short-term Rental licenses. 
The Town Manager shall review and act upon all Short-term Rental license applications without hearing. 

(C) The Town Manager is hereby designated as the entity responsible for processing procedures and 
reviewing Short-term Rental licenses for compliance with Town ordinances and regulations. 

{D) The Town Manager shall make reasonable rules and regulations in conformity with this Article for the 
proper administration and enforcement of Short-term Rental licenses. 
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8-5-4 REVOCATION OF LICENSE. 

(A) The Town Manager, may revoke or suspend a Short-term Rental license. The following shall be prima 
fade evidence for revocation or suspension of a Short-term Rental license: 

(1) A holder of a Short-term Rental license is violation of the Town Municipal Code; 

(2) A holder of the Short-term Rental license has violated the rules and regulations for short-term 

rentals, as established by the Town Manager 

(3) There have been two or more violations of Chapter 2, Section 1, the General Administrative 

Provisions of the Town Municipal Code, at the short-term rental; 

(4) The holder of the Short-term Rental has failed to remit sales and/or lodging taxes. 

(B) In the event a licensee wishes to challenge the revocation or a suspension of a license by the Town 
Manager, they can request, in writing, an administrative hearing before the Town Council within thirty days of 
the license being revoked or suspended. 

{C) No license shalt be issued to any property owner for whom a license has been revoked, until at least 
one year has elapsed since revocation. 

SECTION 5. 

Chapter 9 Subsection 1-9(C)(3) of the Ridgway Municipal Code, is amended as follows: 

9-1-9(C} Multiple Units on a Single Tap 

• • • 
Subsection (3) - Multiple unit residences and dwelling facilities including, but not limited to, duplexes, multi
family residences, apartments, mobile homes, mobile home parks, and travel home parks, shall be charged for 
each water or sewer tap, tap fees equal to those provided by 9-1-9(A) and (B) above, plus 0.72 times the tap 
fees provided by 9-1-9(A) and {B) above, for each unit after the first served by the tap, regardless of the size 
of the tap. An accessory dwelling unit, attached to a primary dwelling, may be served off the tap or meter 
serving the primary residence without payment of additional tap fees . 

• • • 

INTRODUCED before the Town Council of the Town of Ridgway, Colorado on the 12th day of April, 2017 

TOWN OF RIDGWAY, COLORADO, A HOME-RULE 
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF OURAY COUNTY, COLORADO 

ESTABLISHING REGULATIONS FOR SHORT TERM RENTAL OF RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has authority pursuant to C.R.S. 30-11-101. 30-
28,102,30-28-115, and 30-28-116 to promulgate regulations governing zoning and land use and to 
promote the health, welfare and safety of the inhabitants of the county; and 

WHEREAS, the Ouray County Land Use Code (LUC) contemplates a number of accommodation 
options in Ouray County, including bed and breakfast establishments, lodges, guest ranches, hotels, and 
resorts, none of which are uses by right in any zoning district in Ouray County; and 

WHEREAS, increasing numbers of single-family dwellings and accessory dwellings in Ouray 
County are being used for short term rental to visitors as vacation accommodations; and 

WHEREAS, the Colorado courts have considered the nature of short term rental of residential 
properties and generally have concluded that short term rentals are not commercial in nature for 
purposes of zoning or covenant restrictions; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners finds and determines that it is inequitable for 
some accommodation facilities to be regulated as commercial businesses, and impose lodging, sales 
taxes and commercial property tax assessments on such properties while residential short term rentals 
are not similarly treated; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners acknowledges that treatment of short term 
rentals as a commercial business is not consistent with Assessor guidance on classification for property 
tax purposes; and 

WHEREAS, both the Town of Ridgway and the City of Ouray do charge owners of residential 
property being used for short term vacation rentals a lodging tax, and the Board finds that consistency 
throughout the County is useful to the residents and visitors of Ouray County; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF OURAY 
COUNTY, COLORADO: 

Section 1. Title. 

This Ordinance shall be known and referred to as the "Ouray County Short-Term Rental Ordinance' 
and may be cited and referenced as such. 

Section 2. Authority. 

This Ordinance is authorized pursuant to, inter alia, Colorado Revised Statutes 30-11-101, 30-28-
102, 30-28-115, and 30-28-116. 

Section 3. Purpose. 

The Board of County Commissioners of Ouray County, Colorado, finds and declares that short term 
rentals of residential property is an acceptable use of private property, so long as certain 
requirements for the public health, safety and welfare are met. 

Section 4. Scope of Ordinance. 

This Ordinance shall apply within the unincorporated territory of Ouray County, Colorado. 

Section 5. Amendment and Repeal 

Ordinance 2016-002 is repealed and the provisions of this Ordinance shall govern the permitting and 
operation of Short Term Rental of residential properties. 
Section 6. Definitions. 

Short term rental is defined as the rental of a single-family dwelling or accessory dwelling, or any 
portion thereof, for not more than thirty (30) days, where no meals are served or provided to those 
leasing or renting the dwelling space. 

Section 7. Where Permitted and limit on number of Permits. 

Short term rentals may be permitted as a special use in any zoning district permitting residential use 
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as a use by right and subject to the terms and conditions of this Ordinance. Short Term Rental 
Permits are limited to a maximum of one hundred (100) permits issued by the Land Use Department. 

Section B. Application Process and Requirements. 

The first time that a property owner engages in Short Term Rental of a property, the owner shall apply for 
a Short Term Rental Permit from the Land Use Department. The following requirements shall be 
applicable to all Short Term Rental properties: 

A. Homeowners' Association Notification. In the event that a proposed Short Term Rental is part of a 
PUD, subdivision, or common interest community, and there is an active Homeowners' 
Association, the Applicant shall notify the HOA of the application to the County for a Short Term 
Rental Permit. Applicant shall submit a copy of the letter to the HOA, sent via certified mailing, 
within 60-days prior to the submittal date of the Short Term Rental Permit application, along with 
a copy of the certified mail receipt. Applicant shall also provide the name, address, phone, and 
email of a primary contact with the HOA. If there is no active/valid HOA, the Applicant shall 
submit a signed letter attesting to this fact that there is no HOA. 

B. Business License. Any person who owns or represents one or more Short Term Rental properties 
shall obtain a sales tax license or such other business license as may be required by the state of 
Colorado or Ouray County in order to collect and submit applicable sales and lodging taxes. If an 
individual or business entity acts as a designated representative of one or more Short Term 
Rental properties, only one license shall be required, unless otherwise provided by state statute 
or regulation. A copy of such license shall accompany any application for a Short Term Rental 
Permit. 

C. Local owner representative. The owner of a Short Term Rental shall either be present within a 
distance allowing response in one hour or less, generally within fifty (50) miles of the property 
being used for short term rental, or shall employ a manager or representative within fifty (50) 
miles of the property, who shall be on call to manage the Short Term Rental during any period 
within which the Short Term Rental is occupied. The name, phone number and address of the 
local owner or the local owner representative shall be provided to the County Assessor and the 
County Land Use Department, the applicable HOA, and shall be revised as needed to maintain 
current and accurate information with the County. A sign identifying the owner or representative's 
name and phone number shall be posted inside the dwelling permitted as a short term rental. It 
is the responsibility of the owner or the owner's representative to inform Short Term Rental 
occupants about all relevant County ordinances, and special use permit terms and conditions, 
including, but not limited to parking, trash and noise, and dog regulations. It is the responsibility of 
the owner to notify both the County Assessor and Land Use Department if there is a change in 
local owner representative within ten business days. 

D. Lodging and sales taxes. Short Term Rentals shall be subject to all taxpayer responsibilities for 
accommodations, particularly the responsibility to collect and to remit all applicable sales and 
lodging taxes. The property owner or local owner representative shall provide documentation of 
rentals and compliance with sales and lodging tax remittances upon annual renewal of the Short 
Term Rental permit. 

E. Property taxes. The County Assessor shall also assess such personal property taxes as are 
provided for by law and regulation. 

F. Permit duration. The initial Short Term Rental Permit shall be issued for a period of one year. 
Annual renewals shall be approved administratively by the Land Use staff unless staff finds that 
the Short Term Rental property has not been in compliance with the Short Term Rental Permit 
terms and conditions or the provisions of this section, that there is a history of complaints about 
the Short Term Rental property, or if for any other reason staff does not believe renewal of the 
Short Term Rental permit is warranted. In that event, staff may refer the application for renewal to 
the Board of County Commissioners for consideration. 

G. Permit processing. Applications for Short-Term Rental Permits and renewals shall be 
administratively reviewed and approved by the Land Use Department. Applicants shall submit a 
complete application with the required fee as set forth in the Land Use Fee Schedule. Land Use 
Staff shall review and approve, deny, or request additional information within fourteen (14) days 
from the date of the submitted application. All applications for Short-Term Rental Permit shall be 
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processed by Staff and a final determination sent to the Applicant within thirty (30) days from the 
date of application acceptance. An appeal may be made by an Applicant from a decision of the 
Staff to the Board of Adjustment, following the procedures contained in Section 12.5 of the Ouray 
County Land Use Code. 

Section 9. Standards for Approval, Terms and Conditions of Approval. 

A. Applications for Short Term Rental Permits and renewals thereof, shall include the following 
information which shall be reviewed by Staff and used to make a determination of approval: 

(1) Evidence showing compatibility with the neighborhood, the community character, and 
surrounding land uses. 

(2) Plan to address any potential impacts to the neighborhood, including but not 
necessarily limited to, offensive noise, parking, demonstration that vehicle traffic to and 
from the property will not create hazards or nuisance, and trash management and 
disposal. All parking for renters must be located off-street and not within any public 
right-of-way, including the right-of-way for county roads. 

(3) Information demonstrating the suitability of the property for Short Term Rental, 
availability of parking, proximity of property to other residential properties, and overall 
safety of property, , and that the property has legal access, potable water, sanitary 
sewage disposal, and all other utilities necessary to serve the proposed use. 

(4) Only one dwelling unit per parcel, that has received a valid Certificate of Occupancy 
from the County, may be used for Short Term Rental, meaning that either the primary 
dwelling may be used for Short Term Rental, or an accessory dwelling unit may be 
used for Short Term Rental, but not both. Notwithstanding anything in Section 2 of the 
Land Use Code to the contrary, an accessory dwelling unit may be used for Short Term 
Rental if such use is in compliance with the terms and conditions of this Ordinance, and 
is not otherwise prohibited by applicable covenants, restrictions or plat provisions. 

(5) A site plan, which may be hand-drawn, modified from an aerial photograph, or other 
source of depiction of the property which includes, but is not limited to, lot lines, 
easements, road access, all proposed and existing driveways, parking areas and 
structures, all areas of significant vegetation and all ditches, ponds and waterways. 
Signature of owner(s) of all property, authorizing application and proof of ownership 
satisfactory to the County, and if land included in an application is leased to an 
Applicant, a current copy of the lease shall be provided. 

(6) If an applicable homeowners' association (HOA) has covenant or regulations pertaining 
to short term rentals that are more stringent than those contained in this Ordinance, the 
property owner should consider that the more stringent standards are applicable, 
however, the County will not enforce HOA covenants or regulations. 

(7) Violations of this Ordinance, or of any terms and conditions imposed in a permit, may 
be grounds for revocation, suspension, or non-renewal of the permit. Promptness in 
correcting a violation may be considered as a factor in determining whether a permit 
should be revoked, suspended or renewed. 

(8) An application shall be signed by the property owner and verified by the owner as to 
the accuracy of the information submitted. Misrepresentations, falsifications, and 
omissions of significant information in the application submitted may be grounds for 
denial of an application. 

(9) Short Term Rental Permits are not transferable to another property or owner, except 
pursuant to the provisions of Section 9.A(11) of this Ordinance. 

(10) In the event that all Short Term Rental Permits allowed by this Ordinance are issued, 
the Land Use Department shall maintain a waiting list of no more than five (5) persons 
who have submitted a valid application. If a Short Term Rental Permit becomes 
available, Staff shall contact persons on the waiting list in order of the date the 
contingent application is made. Applicant shall have 14-days to apply for the available 
permit or Staff will contact the next person on the list. 
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(11) If a residential dwelling permitted as a short term rental is sold, the buyer or seller shall 
notily the Land Use Department in writing within 14-days from the date of closing. 
Failure to notify the Land Use Department within this time period shall cause the short 
term rental permit to be immediately rescinded and available to the next qualilied 
applicant. 

(12) If a residential dwelling permitted as a short term rental is sold, and the buyer desires to 
continue operating the short term rental, the buyer shall have 50-days from the date of 
close to apply for the short term rental permit which shall be reserved and considered 
active and in-force until the disposition of the application. If the buyer does not apply 
within 50-days, or is not approved for reissuance of the short term rental permit, the 
permit shall become available to the next qualified applicant. 

(13) The Land Use Department shall charge the appropriate fee as stated in the Land Use 
Fee Schedule and as approved by the Board of County Commissioners. Permit fees 
(new and renewa~ shall be assessed on an annual basis. Permit applications made 
after January 31 shall be assessed a prorated fee based upon the months remaining 
for the current permit year x 1/12 of the annual permit fee. 

B. Terms and conditions to be included in all permits approved include, but are not limited to, 
the following: 

(1) All ads for Short Term Rentals in all media shall include the County license number or 
the Colorado sales tax license number as identification. 

(2) A list of emergency services contact numbers, property manager contact numbers, and 
the physical address of the property, shall be prominently displayed inside the property. 

(3) A disclaimer shall be provided by the owner to all short term renters advising that 
emergency services may not be readily available to the property. 

Section 10. Intergovernmental Cooperation. 

The Board directs the County Assessor and county staff to work cooperatively with staff for the Town 
of Ridgway and thee City of Ouray in sharing information regarding short term rental properties, 
limited to non-confidential and non-proprietary information as permitted by law, and the development 
of an intergovernmental agreement among the respective jurisdictions for consideration and approval 
by the Board as may be appropriate. Staff is directed to take such other action as deemed 
appropriate to implement this Ordinance, including preparation of applications, permits, and other 
documentation and processes appropriate for implementation of this Ordinance. 

Section 11. Violation. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any provision of this Ordinance. Violations may result in 
revocation, suspension or non-renewal of a short term rental permit as may be determined by the 
County Commissioners or the Land Use Department. Any revocation of a Short-Term Rental Permit 
shall be for the remainder of the current permitted year. After that time the property owner may re
apply for a new permit if such permits are available. (ie. Application is not considered a renewal. If 
there are contingent applications submitted to Land Use, permits may not be available.) Falsification 
of information, or intentional omission of required information, is grounds for immediate permit 
revocation and potential ineligibility of the Applicant to obtain another Short Term Rental Permit. 

Section 12. Enforcement and Penalties. 

The Board may seek an injunction or other equitable relief in court to enjoin any violation of this 
Ordinance and may recover the costs of such actions. The County may seek such criminal or civil 
penaHies as are authorized by Colorado law, including as provided in C.R.S. 30-15-402. Each day of 
violation may be considered a separate violation. Each violation may resuH in a fine up to $1,000. 

The Ouray County Sheriff shall enforce any criminal penalties as may be authorized under Colorado 
law. Except as may otherwise be provided by Colorado law, all prosecutions for violations of this 
Ordinance shall be by the Seventh Judicial District, District Attorney. 

The remedies available under Colorado law for violation of this Ordinance shall be cumulative and in 
addition to any other remedy which may be available to the Board or the County. Nothing contained 
herein shall be construed to preclude the Board from seeking such other remedies in addition to, or in 
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lieu of, the legal remedies granted herein. 

Section 13. Severability. 

If a Court of competent jurisdiction shall hold any part of this Ordinance void or unconstitutional, such 
part shall be deemed severable, and the invalidity thereof shall not affect the remaining provisions of 
the Ordinance. 

Section 14. Disposition of Fines, Fees and Forfeitures. 

Unless otherwise provided by law all fines and penalties, and the surcharges thereon, for the violation 
of this Ordinance shall be paid into the treasury of Ouray County. 

Section 15. Effective Date. 

This Ordinance shall be effective on January 5, 2019 and shall remain in effect until such time as this 
Ordinance is amended, temporarily suspended or repealed. All current and valid short term rental 
permits shall remain active an in-force until the effective date of this revised Ordinance. 

Section 16. Interpretation. 

This Ordinance shall be so interpreted and construed as to effectuate its general purpose. Section 
headings of the Ordinance shall not be deemed to govern, limit, modify or in any manner affect the 
scope, meaning or extent of the provisions of any article or section thereof. 

Section 17. Certification. 

The Ouray County Clerk and Recorder shall certify to the passage of this Ordinance and make not less 
than three copies of the adopted Ordinance available for inspection by the public during regular 
business hours. 

INTRODUCED AND FIRST READING on November 6, 2018 and continued to second reading on 
November 20 and December 4. 2018 and on such date ordered published in the aURA Y COUNTY 
PLAINDEALER. Published on November 8. 2018 

Board of County Commissioners 

OUr?~IOrado 

~66==:? 
DO/?~hair 

JO~e-Chair 
Ben Tisdel, Commissioner Member 

ADOPTED ON CONTINUED SECOND AND FINAL READING on December 4, 2018. 

Board of County Commissioners 
Ouray County> Colorado 

~~. ;§;;:~====---=----
Don Batchelder, Chair 

JOh~:e-Chair 
Ben Tisdel, Commissioner Member 
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CERTIFICATION BY OURAY COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER: 

I. MICHELLE NAUER. CLERK AND RECORDER OF OURAY COUNTY AND CLERK TO THE BOARD 
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. PO HEREBY ATTEST AND CERTIFY THAT THIS ORDINANCE was 
INTRODUCED AND READ ON Nqv . (P.1.o If? AND READ AND ORDERED PUBLISHED AT 
SUCH REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 

T~ ORDINANCE WAS PUBLISHED IN FULL IN THE OURAY COUNTY PLAINDEALER ON 
~ oY. B . '2 Q ~f2 ALONG WITH A NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING. 

ADOPTED AND APPROVED AT A PUBLIC HEARING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS ON Dec?IN\.Q,.£p, 4 . ~olb AFTER THE 
SECOND AND FINAL READING OF THE ORDINANCE. 

PUBLISHED AFTER ADOPTION IN THE OURAY COUNTY PLAINDEALER ON 
THE De< ?!oop.eg... (" ?etf', 

Mich Ie Nauer. Clerk and County Recorder 
By: Hannah Hollenbeck. Oepuly aeJ1< ollhe Board 
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4/14/2021 (13) - Inbox - Zoho Mail (townmanager@ricocolorado.gov)
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New Mail 
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FOLDERS  
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Drafts 32

Templates
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Spam 90

Trash 83

Outbox

Archive

TAGS 

NotJunk

JunkRecorded

Forwarded

Redirected

VIEWS

Unread 13

All messages

Flagged

All archived



Inbox • 13 Unread Emails

  Move to  Tag as  Delete 
  

communicati…

APA SCD E-Bu…   8:20 …



Thomas A. Bl…

VCUP Planning   TUE …



Thomas A. Bl…

 VCUP docu…   TUE …



Troy Hangen.…

 Subdivision   TUE …



2

Alexis Corna…

Interview requ…   TUE …



10

Rondinelli - …

grants for sewer   TUE …



4

Marti Whitm…

 RE: Re: Inqui…   TUE …



18

Steve Zwick..…

favor   TUE …



5

Dreier, Zacha…

RE: meters   TUE …



4

Jody Gardner…

 Fw: Request…   TUE …



5

Rebecca Ada…

 Fwd: Green…   TUE …



3

Eric Krch... Me

RE: Rico RV Pa…   TUE …



6

Nicole Pieter…

Special meeting   MON…



10

Erin Johnson.…

 RE: RESC - T…   MON…



3

Rebecca Ada…


Hi Patrick, 
Thank you.  That's pretty
much what I thought.  Do
you have any sense of
whether or not some
infrastructure funding might
come out of the stimulus
package? 
Kari
 
 
 
---- On Tue, 13 Apr 2021
11:52:19 -0600 Rondinelli
- DOLA, Patrick
<patrick.rondinelli@state.
co.us> wrote ---- 
 
Good morning,
 

You have the available
sources that I am aware of
at this point.  Keep in mind,
the EIAF program has seen
significantly less state
severance tax dollars so
there is not as much grant
money as was
available before.  At this
point, we do plan to still
offer Tier II grants in the fall
cycle, but it is highly unlikely
anyone will get $1 million. 
Likewise, we most likely will
not have enough funding to
offer Tier II grants in the
spring cycle next year.  The
future beyond that is
undetermined.  Short
answer, do not rely on DOLA
for any significant funding
for the next year at least.   
 
On Mon, Apr 12, 2021 at
12:09 PM townmanager
<townmanager@ricocolorad
o gov> wrote:

@mention a user or group to share this conversation   

Re: 
grants 
for sewer

     






New











Re Ma 
Search ( / ) Mail 

Here is your Smart Chat (Ctrl+Space)
Chats


Channels


Contacts



mailto:patrick.rondinelli@state.co.us
mailto:townmanager@ricocolorado.gov


Parcel ID Owner Name Owner Address City State Zip Physical Address Tax Type Assessed Value
504736218035 RICO BANK BUILDING LLC P.O. BOX 189 RICO CO 813320000 GLASGOW AVE. Commercial $26,298
504736218034 WEISBROD  DALE CHARLES     AKA 1302 PIONEER RD. DELTA CO 814162734 GLASGOW AVE. Commercial $14,500
504736218006 MBNH  LLC 28 S GLASGOW AVENUE RICO CO 813320000 28 S. GLASGOW AVE.   POST OFFICE Commercial $25,358
504736228027 CAMEL'S  GARDEN LLC P.O. BOX 1365 TELLURIDE CO 814350000 213 S. GLASGOW AVE    COFFEE SHO Commercial $16,961
504736228020 RED  YANKEE, LLC P.O. BOX 37 TELLURIDE CO 814350000 217 S. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $10,238
504736228016 LAUBSTER  PROPERTIES, LLC P.O. BOX 326 RICO CO 813320000 235 S. GLASGOW AVE. Commercial $50,104
504736218025 SPRING  YOUR MIRACLE, LLC 1021 MEADOW RUN GOLDEN CO 804030000 GLASGOW Commercial $7,250
504736208011 KEES  BLAKE GREGORY P.O.BOX 462 PLACERVILLE CO 814300000 1 N. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $5,800
504736208012 PIHLGREN  DAVID IRREVOCABLE TRUST P.O. BOX 3822 TELLURIDE CO 814350000 3 N GLASGOW AVE    ENTERPRISE BACommercial $31,383
504736208013 FABIAN  ROBERT P.O. BOX 111 RICO CO 813320000 7 N. GLASGOW AVE   LIQUOR STORE Commercial $9,594
504736208025 PEREGRINE  CAPITAL INVESTMENTS, 6545 EAST STALLION ROAD PARADISE VALLEY AZ 852530000 11 N. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $24,366
504736208024 CLARK  DOUGLAS A. & CHERYL A. 6545 EAST STALLION ROAD PARADISE VALLEY AZ 852530000 15 N. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $17,395
504736208015 HEIL  ERIC JAMES & JOLYNN H (JT) 1022 SUMMIT DR. DILLON CO 804350000 21 N. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $17,400
504736208018 KNAUER  DONALD W. #308 SUNRISE FL 333220000 33 N. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $13,630
504736208001 STEWART  JIMMY KERMIT 614 HAWKINS AVE SANFORD NC 273300000 39 N. GLASGOW AVE. Commercial $15,370
504736209019 MOTHER  LODE ENTERPRISES, LLC 3370 CHARLA DR. PRESCOTT AZ 863050000 8 N. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $5,800
504736219030 CETIN  MESUT 8125 W. 94TH AVENUE WESTMINSTER CO 800210000 39 S. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $14,500
504736219029 VANDERGRIFF  GARY L. & DEBRA K. 1303 LAWSON MIDLAND TX 797010000 33 S. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $14,500
504736219031 WEISBROD  DALE CHARLES 1302 PIONEER RD. DELTA CO 814162734 25 S. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $14,500
504736219032 GUERTIN  MATTHEW J. & CHELSEY P.O. BOX 1164 TELLURIDE CO 814350000 21 S. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $39,380
504736219021 BURLEY  JW & CO., LLC P.O. BOX 189 RICO CO 813320000 9 S. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $61,120
504736219020 RTC  3, LLC P.O. BOX 8 RICO CO 813320000 5 SOUTH GLASGOW AVE.  "THEATRE" Commercial $44,456
504736219015 MULDOON  CORNELIUS F. & BARBARA D 3418 RIDGELINE DRIVE MONTROSE CO 814010000 3 S. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $7,250
504736219001 EVERS  RONALD P. P.O. BOX 94 RICO CO 813320000 1 S. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $13,953
504736218002 TRUELSEN  DEANNA E. P.O. BOX 458 DOLORES CO 813230000 2 S. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $14,500
504736218024 LIVESAY  W. SCOTT 405 LONDONDERRY, SUITE 203 WACO TX 767120000 14 S. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $30,994
504736218029 STERLING  TRUST CO. CUST, P.O. BOX 303 PARADOX CO 814290000 S. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $7,250
504736223007 RICO  HOTEL, LLC,  A DELAWARE LLC 565 MOUNTAIN VILLAGE BLVD. TELLURIDE CO 814350000 124 S. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $93,377
504736227002 LAMPRECHT  LIVING TRUST 14007 WATERVIEW DRIVE WILLIS TX 773180000 202 S. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $7,250
504736227003 CAMELS  GARDEN PARTNERS P.O. BOX 1365 TELLURIDE CO 814350000 206 S. GLASGOW AVE Commercial $17,400
504736227010 RICO  SUAVE, LLC P.O. BOX 2338 ABILENE TX 796040000 218 S. GLASGOW AVE. Commercial $17,400
504736209022 RICO  TOWN OF P.O. BOX 56 RICO CO 813320000 40 N. GLASGOW AVE Exempt $0
000000992200 RICO  TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC P.O. BOX 324 ROCKLAND ID 832710000 Exempt $0
504736219008 RICO  MASONIC TEMPLE ASSOCIATION 813 N. SLIGO ST. CORTEZ CO 813210000 31 S. GLASGOW Exempt $14,500
000000992200 RICO  TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC P.O. BOX 324 ROCKLAND ID 832710000 Exempt $0
504736219013 RICO  TOWN OF P.O. BOX 56 RICO CO 813320000 13 S. GLASGOW AVE  MUSEUM & Exempt $0
504736222002 DOLORES  COUNTY SCHOOL DIST RE-2 P.O. BOX 459 DOVE CREEK CO 813240000 16 W. CAMPBELL STREET Exempt $0
504736222001 DOLORES  COUNTY SCHOOL DIST RE-2 P.O. BOX 459 DOVE CREEK CO 813240000 101 S. GLASGOW AVENUE Exempt $0
504736222009 RICO  TOWN OF P.O. BOX 56 RICO CO 813320000 119 S. GLASGOW AVE Exempt $0
504736223021 MILLS  ANNA LYNNE P.O. BOX 324 RICO CO 813320000 134 S. GLASGOW AVE. not on viewer $0
504736228030 FERRARESE  MORGAN & ELI HOGE (JT) P.O. BOX RICO CO 813320000 226 S. ARGENTINE Residential improved $10,352
504736228031 STOGNER  SEAN P. P.O. BOX 193 RICO CO 813320000 224 S ARGENTINE Residential improved $10,352
504736228032 CONDON  CHRISTOPHER & TRACY P.O. BOX 129 RICO CO 813320000 222 S ARGENTINE Residential improved $10,352
504736208027 HEUERTZ  JOHN 957 S. 73RD PLACE KANSAS CITY KS 661112871 14 N. RIVER ST. Residential improved $4,060
504736208023 FABIAN  DAVID P.O. BOX 111 RICO CO 813320000 20 N. RIVER ST. Residential improved $12,393
504736208006 GETTER  RANDAL G. & AIMEE GETTER 2839 BLAIR ROAD NEW ALBIN IA 521600000 24 N. RIVER STREET Residential improved $9,796
504736218020 MINESHAFT  INN, LLC P.O. BOX 155 RICO CO 813320000 20 S. GLASGOW AVE   MINE SHAFT Residential improved $25,260
504736218030 ETCHISON  REBECCA A. & JAMES 315 E. MARKET ST. TROY IL 622941525 38 S. GLASGOW AVE Residential improved $16,029
504736219037 WILLMARTH  DARYL 6701 N. CALLE PADRE FELIPE TUCSON AZ 857180000 26 S. ARGENTINE STREET Residential improved $20,667
504736208026 GASS  GARY & CHRISTINE P.O. BOX 102 RICO CO 813320000 34 N. RIVER STREET Residential improved $14,690
504736208021 BELASCO  MARIA (NORA) L. & P.O. BOX 43 RICO CO 813320000 32 N. RIVER STREET Residential improved $27,500
504736208005 PERKINS  S. GREGORY & 1375 SE DEER CREEK DR. CEDAREDGE CO 814130000 26 N. RIVER STREET Residential improved $6,588
504736208019 HEIL  ERIC JAMES & JOLYNN 1022 SUMMIT DR. DILLON CO 804350000 18 N. RIVER STREET Residential improved $6,870
504736209013 LYONS  SARAH & CRAIG LYONS (JT) P.O. BOX 265 RICO CO 813320000 26 N. GLASGOW AVE Residential improved $15,188
504736209006 SWEET  ERIN E. 27696 HIGHWAY 145 DOLORES CO 813239715 20 N. GLASGOW Residential improved $9,667



504736209017 YASEEN  RYAN C. P.O. BOX 626 TELLURIDE CO 814350000 14 N. GLASGOW AVE Residential improved $12,666
504736209020 JACOBS  SCOTT P. P.O. BOX 242 RICO CO 813320000 2 N. GLASGOW AVE Residential improved $15,665
504736219004 CLARK  NITA P.O. BOX 55 RICO CO 813320000 18 S. ARGENTINE STREET Residential improved $4,433
504736219026 BUTTON  BRETT M. P.O. BOX 171 RICO CO 813320000 30 S. ARGENTINE STREET Residential improved $11,641
504736219025 DREW  DEANNA & PATRICK DREW (JT) P.O. BOX 236 RICO CO 813320000 34 S. ARGENTINE STREET Residential improved $7,915
504736222004 HASLER  JORY P.O. BOX 282 RICO CO 813320000 136 S. ARGENTINE STREET Residential improved $12,983
504736222005 YELLOWMAN  LINDA & GENEVIEVE P.O. BOX 36 RICO CO 813320000 137 S. GLASGOW AVENUE Residential improved $11,732
504736223004 MORRIS  ROBERT J. & JEAN ANN P.O. BOX 123 RICO CO 813320000 110 S. GLASGOW AVE. Residential improved $7,812
504736223015 PASQUINELLI  GARY J. FAMILY TRUST P.O. BOX 2949 YUMA AZ 853662949 116 S. GLASGOW AVENUE Residential improved $15,259
504736228012 MYERS  KATHRYN A.  (BENE DEED) 1156 EVERGREEN PATH HAPPY JACK AZ 860240000 204 S. ARGENTINE STREET Residential improved $13,588
504736228011 BRANNON  CHARLES A. & CINDY P.O. BOX 253 RICO CO 813320000 212 S. ARGENTINE STREET Residential improved $15,641
504736228010 FERGUSON  REVOCABLE TRUST 33407 N. 53RD PLACE CAVE CREEK AZ 853310000 220 S. ARGENTINE STREET Residential improved $9,398
504736228033 MC CROKE  VENTURES, LLC P.O. BOX 8 RICO CO 813320000 228 S ARGENTINE Residential vacant $16,240
504736208028 UNGER  GEOFFREY 1221 NE 60TH AVE. PORTLAND OR 972130000 RIVER ST. Residential vacant $7,975
504736228029 CAMELS  GARDEN PARTNERS P.O. BOX 1365 TELLURIDE CO 814350000 201 S. GLASGOW AVE Residential vacant $43,138
504736228004 RICO  SUAVE, LLC P.O. BOX 2338 ABILENE TX 796040000 225 S. GLASGOW AVE. Residential vacant $21,330
504736303003 RICO  MOUNTAIN LIFE, L.L.C. 25552 RD N.6 LOOP CORTEZ CO 813210000 316 S. GLASGOW AVE Residential vacant $557
504736302002 LITTON  TOMMY D. 305 SURVEYORS RD KRUGERVILLE TX 762270000 312 S. ARGENTINE STREET Residential vacant $539
504736302001 STEELE  LARRY & SUSAN STEELE P.O. BOX 187 RICO CO 813320000 302 S. GLASGOW AVE Residential vacant $4,155
504736223018 TEACHER  BD, INC. MONEY PURCHASE 280 WIGMORE DRIVE PASADENA CA 911050000 102 S. GLASGOW STREET Residential vacant $37,500
504736208010 EJG-HLG  FAMILY TRUST 6340 WIND RIVER POINT COLORADO SPRINGS CO 809230000 2 N. RIVER ST. Residential vacant $15,950
504736208016 ROTHSCHILD  C. DESIREE & KARIN H. 190 CRYSTAL RD CARBONDALE CO 816230000 25 N. GLASGOW AVE. Residential vacant $7,250
504736208017 MOORE  CARMA, FAHRION  JACK E., & 25150 RD. G. 15 CORTEZ CO 813210000 31 N. GLASGOW AVE. Residential vacant $21,750
504736209021 LYONS  DEN CONSTRUCTION, INC. P.O. BOX 265 RICO CO 813320000 34 N. GLASGOW AVE Residential vacant $21,750
504736209018 MOTHER  LODE ENTERPRISES, LLC 3370 CHARLA DR. PRESCOTT AZ 863050000 12 N. GLASGOW AVE Residential vacant $11,600
504736219019 BURLEY  JW & CO, LLC P.O. BOX 189 RICO CO 813320000 2 S. ARGENTINE ST. Residential vacant $23,563
504736219034 SINGLETON  FAMILY IRREVOCABLE 2001 LINCOLN STREET #3122 DENVER CO 802020000 22 S. ARGENTINE STREET Residential vacant $9,425
504736219006 GABARRON  THOMAS P.O. BOX 3003 TELLURIDE CO 814350000 40 S. RIVER STREET Residential vacant $9,425
504736222003 HOLT  FAMILY TRUST P.O. BOX 30 GILA BEND AZ 853370030 130 S. RIVER STREET Residential vacant $14,138
504736223017 WILSON  CHRISTOPHER B. & LAURA C. 952 GRETNA GREEN WAY LOS ANGELES CA 900490000 102 S. GLASGOW STREET Residential vacant $21,750
504736227009 LIVESAY  W SCOTT 405 LONDONDERRY, SUITE 203 WACO TX 767120000 240 S. GLASGOW AVE. Residential vacant $10,005

$1,340,314



TOWN OF RICO 
ORDINANCE 2021-01 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF RICO, COLORADO, REPEALING 

ORDINANCE N0. 334 ENACTED IN FEBURARY 1998 PLACING 
TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS ON CERTAIN TYPES OF 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Rico identified the need for a central sewer system in the mid-
1990s and in the past has restricted development for periods of time;   
 
 WHEREAS, the Town adopted Ordinance No. 334 which extended a moratorium on 
submitting applications for planned unit developments and major subdivision;  
 
 WHEREAS, the Town placed a ballot question to the voters in 2019 asking to raise taxes 
to build a central sewer system in the commercial core but the question did not pass; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees believes that it could be many years before the citizens 
of Rico would be willing to fund a central sewer system and the availability of water in Town will 
limit development such that this ordinance should be repealed. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF RICO 
ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Ordinance No. 334 is hereby repealed.   
 
 INTRODUCED, READ, APPROVED AS INTRODUCED, AND ORDERED 
PUBLISHED on first reading by the Board of Trustees this 17th day of March, 2021. 
 
      TOWN OF RICO, COLORADO 
 
      _________________________ 
      Barbara Betts, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________  
Linda Yellowman, Town Clerk  
 

INTRODUCED, READ, ADOPTED, AND ORDERED PUBLISHED on second reading 
by the Board of Trustees this 21st day of April, 2021. 
 



2 
 

      TOWN OF RICO, COLORADO 
 
      _________________________ 
      Barbara Betts, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________  
Linda Yellowman, Town Clerk  
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TOWN OF RICO 
ORDINANCE 2021-02 

A STANDALONE ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF RICO REGULATING 
TEMPORARY SIDEWALK SERVICE AREA PERMITS FOR INCREASED 
OUTDOOR SEATING FOR FOOD SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS; AND 
SETTING FORTH PENALTIES. 

WHEREAS, Colorado state statutes authorize the Town of Rico (Town) to regulate its 
sidewalks, streets, and alleys pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-15-702 et. seq., so long as public rights-of-
way and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements remain in effect;  
 
 WHEREAS, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, on-premises food service establishments 
were closed or limited for indoor dining requiring take out, and other delivery methods; 
 
 WHEREAS, on-site food service establishments operating with a state liquor license are 
allowed to temporarily increase outdoor seating to comply with evolving changes in public health 
orders by allowing for temporary modification of premises; 
  
  WHEREAS, as Colorado starts to re-open, the Town Trustees desire food service 
establishments to increase its outdoor seating by serving on Town sidewalks, parking lots or other 
Town ROWs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this ordinance does not replace or supplant any requirements of the state 
liquor enforcement division with respect to a modification of premises license and the Town has 
no control over such a license. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF RICO, 
COLORADO that: 
 
 
TOWEN OF RICO:          

           
By: __________________________ 
       Barbara Betts, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 

 
___________________________ 
Linda Yellowman, City Clerk   
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Rebecca Adams 
324 N Piedmont St Rico, CO 81332 · 917 327 9355 · Rebeccaa002@gmail.com 

 
 
April 12, 2021 
 
Rico Board of Trustees 
Cc: Kari Distefano 
 
To whom it may concern, 

I would like to be considered to fill the vacancy on the Rico planning and zoning commission to further 
my participation in town projects, as well as assist in building a better community.  

I have been a member, and owned homes in several communities, many of which small, where I have 
witnessed immense change over the years. I believe I can offer a unique perspective and would like to 
assist in the planning and zoning of Rico to help protect what makes it so special, while also allowing for 
sustainable growth that we can all enjoy as residents.  

In my career, I have spent the last 10 years building a successful consumer products company, and have 
first hand experience building a business which I believe directly relates to the everyday complications of 
town management: from operations, legal, to budgeting etc. My husband and I have also bought and 
sold real estate together for the last 5 years, include design and remodeling, which fuels my interest in 
residential planning.  

Please let me know if you would like any letters of recommendation as well any other information.  

Sincerely, 

 
 
Rebecca Adams 
 



 
 

TOWN OF RICO 
INCORPORATED OCTOBER 11, 1879 

2 North Commercial Street 
Post Office Box 9 

Rico, Colorado 81332 
Office # 970.967.2861 

https://townofrico.colorado.gov/ 

April 15, 2021 

Montezuma Board of County Commissioners  
109 West Main, Room 260 
Cortez Colorado, 81321 
Attention: Shalako Powers 
Via email 
 

To Whom it May Concern, 

The Board of Trustees of the Town of Rico strongly supports Montezuma County’s grant 

application to the Department of Local Affairs for the Resiliency and Recovery Road Map program.   

The COVID pandemic affected southwest Colorado in many different ways with restaurants and 

bars bearing the brunt of the closures.  While it appears that there are fewer COVID cases in Colorado now 

than there were in January, the virus is still with us and could impact the summer tourist season.  Rico has 

two new businesses and we are eager to see them succeed.    

COVID 19 cases are not the only stressors on rural Southwest Colorado communities.  

Unseasonably dry spring weather, low snow pack and winds are threatening to make this year’s fire 

season even worse than last year’s.  Forest fires have the potential to do even more damage to regional 

economies than the pandemic.  At least during the pandemic, people were able to enjoy outdoor 

activities.  Forest fires could curtail camping and other recreational pursuits.  Developing strategies to 

withstand various crises and build resilience through the development of housing and jobs is a worthwhile 

endeavor that will enhance the whole region.  The Board of Trustees of the Town of Rico is hopeful that 

this grant application will be considered favorably.     

 

Sincerely, 

 

Barbara Betts, Rico Mayor   

https://townofrico.colorado.gov/


 
 

County Commissioners:                                Board of County Commissioners         109 West Main, Room 260 
Jim Candelaria                                 Cortez, CO 81321 
Kent Lindsay              (970) 565-8317 
Joel Stevenson                      (970) 565-3420 Fax 
County Administrator: 
Shalako L. Powers  
 
 
April 12, 2021 
 
Kari Distafano, Town Manager 
Town of Rico 
P.O. Box 9 
2 Commercial St 
Rico, Colorado 81332 
 
RE: Regional Resiliency and Recovery Roadmaps 
 
 
Dear Kari, 
 
I’m writing to invite the Town of Rico to join us, along with other local government and 
community entities in our region, in forming a Regional Community Team to aid in recovery 
efforts from the pandemic. As you know, we have shared economies and shared impacts from 
COVID-19 and it could take years for our residents and businesses to recover. 
 
The Colorado Department of Local Affairs (DOLA) has a Resiliency and Recovery Roadmap grant 
available that would provide a fully funded consultant to facilitate the development of a data-
informed, focused economic recovery action plan. This plan will look at both the short-term 
tasks our communities can take to minimize financial loss during the pandemic and the long-
term recovery tactics we can take to build our resilience. All communities that participate will 
also get a concentrated degree of focus from state agencies for existing and upcoming 
programs designed to help implement local plans to diversify economies and strengthen 
communities. The plan will go beyond traditional economic development and will impact 
economic resilience. 
 
The two-year program involves three phases: groundwork, planning, and implementation. 
Montezuma County is offering to be the “lead applicant” and can serve as the primary point of 
contact for the full Regional Community Team, and if awarded the grant, each participating 
community in the Region would sign an MOU with DOLA. We have sent an initial Letter of 
Intent to DOLA which proposed some ideas on how our region can help address this crisis by 



providing both affordable housing and jobs. Here is a link to the DOLA technical assistance 
program: https://www.coresiliency.com/covid19-recovery-roadmaps 
 
We hope you will consider forming a team with us. Please let us know if you have any 
questions. The formal grant application is due May 13th but we are hoping to receive a 
commitment in the form of a letter of support from our regional communities as soon as 
possible. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Shalako L. Powers 
County Administrator 
spowers@co.montezuma.co.us  



Complete & Compliant Letter

April 6th, 2021

Dave Bulson
Michelle Haynes

RE: Subdivision of portions of the Columbia Millsite (MS 365B), Elliot Lode (MS 1536A), Aztec Lode (MS367B) and 
Tract 2 of the Atlanctic Cable Subdivision

Dear Applicants,

The Town of Rico has received an application for a Planned Unit Development of the above mentioned

parcels.  I have performed an initial review of this application and at this time the application is complete and 

compliant.  This determination does not preclude the Town from determining following additional review at a 

subsequent time, that the application is not complete or compliant.  In such an event, the Town Staff would require the 

applicant to correct any deficiencies.

Pursuant to this determination that this application is complete and compliant, this application is scheduled for the April 

19th, 2020 Rico Planning Commission meeting and the April 21st Rico Board of Trustee’s meeting.  

These applications include the following required components:



Attachments required for the conceptual approval of a subdivision:

Maps showing the following:

 Location, Ownership, Zone Districts

 Lot, Street and Utility Layout

 Natural Features

 Existing Man-made Features

 Land Use Map

 Statement from County Treasurer showing the status of current taxes due on affected property

 Letter of agency if applicant is other than the owner of the property 

 An application fee in the amount of $750.00

 A Certificate of Mailing with names, addresses, and property owned of property owners within 200 feet of 
subject property.

 A copy of the deed for the property.

Date Application Received: 03-03-2021 Application Reviewed by:  KLD

Application Fee Received:  03-03-2021 Date of Hearing:  04-19-2021 & 04-19-2021

Application Complete: Yes Rico Planning Commission Action _______________

Mailing Notice Complete:  Yes Approval Subject to Conditions _____________

Other comments:



Subdivision Application 

Applicant Name __Bedrock 3, LLC____________ 

Address _166 Alexander Overlook, Telluride, CO 81435 

Email___dbuson@bulsonsurveying.com__________

_

____________________

Phone Number ____970-318-6987___________ 

Cell Phone Number __970-318-6987_______ 

FaxNumber_____n/a_______________________

Street Address of Subject Property _______________TBD______________________________________ 

Legal Description of Subject Property _See application exhibit A________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Zone District of Subject Property _Single Family and Commercial Planning Unit Development (see zoning map)__________

☐ Statement from County Treasurer showing the status of current taxes due on affected property

☐ Letter of agency if applicant is other than the owner of the property

☐ An application fee in the amount of $750.00

☐ A Certificate of Mailing with names, addresses, and property owned of property owners within 200
feet of subject property.

☐ A copy of the deed for the property.

I swear that the information provided in this application is true and correct and that I am the owner of the 
property or otherwise authorized to act on behalf of the owner of the property.

Signature:  _________________________________________________________  Date _____________

Date Application Received _________________ Application Reviewed by ___________________

Application Fee Received __________________ Date of Hearing ___________________________

Application Complete _____________________ Rico Planning Commission Action ___________

Mailing Notice Complete __________________ Approval Subject to Conditions _____________

x

x

x

n/a

3/1/2021

Michelle Haynes, ownerDavid Bulson, owner
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Bedrock 3, LLC 
166 Alexander Overlook 

Telluride, CO 81435 
              
 
TO:  Rico Planning Commission    
FROM: Dave Bulson and Michelle Haynes, owner and representatives Bedrock 3, LLC 
FOR:  Regular Planning Commission Meeting, April 14 2021 
RE: Conceptual Major Subdivision Plan Application, Bedrock Subdivision 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PROJECT GEOGRAPHY 
Legal Description:   Attached as Exhibit A 
Address:    TBD   
Owner:   Beckrock 3, LLC   
Zoning:   Residential (R) and Commercial 

Planned Unit Development (CPUD) – 
see zoning map  

Proposed Zoning: No change  
Existing Use:   vacant land 
Proposed Use:   five (5) single family lots and a two (2) 

acre commercial PUD lot   
Lot Size:  3.54 acres 
 
Adjacent Land Uses: 

• North:  vacant land 
• South:  residential 
• East:  vacant land and residential        Exhibit 1. Bedrock Subdivision Area 
• West:  vacant land and residential 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

• Exhibit A: Legal Description 
• Exhibit B: Conceptual Plan    
• Exhibit C: Site Constraints and Slopes Map  

 
MAJOR SUBDIVISION STEPS 

• Conceptual Major Subdivision  
o Planning Commission, April meeting 

• Preliminary Major Subdivision  
o Planning Commission 

• Final Major Subdivision  
o Planning Commission  
o Board of Trustees 

 
 
PARCEL HISTORY AND APPLICATION OVERVIEW             Exhibit 2. Existing Zoning Map 
 
Description of Current Conditions 
Bedrock 3, LLC “Owner” is the owner of approximately 3.54 acres adjacent to the northern 
limits of the Town of Rico.  The portion of the property proposed for development is bounded by 
the Atlantic Cable Subdivision on the south and east, Glasgow Avenue (Highway 145) on the 
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west, and an unplatted Dolores County parcel on the north.  Additionally, the property includes a 
separate 0.4 acre parcel lying below the highway and adjacent to the Dolores River.  The legal 
description of the property is attached as “Exhibit A” and can generally be characterized as 
being unplatted portions of the Columbia Millsite, Aztec Lode, Elliot Lode and the previously 
platted Atlantic Cable Subdivision Tract 2.  The Dolores County Assessor currently classifies 
this area within the Bedrock Subdivision as 5 separate parcels.   
 
Historically, this property was known as the Grand View Smelter and provided housing during 
the 1950’s for Rico Argentine miners in 14 duplexes.  The property trends from the lowest 
elevations on the west near the highway to the highest elevations as it approaches Silver Street 
on the east.   The overall grade difference across the entire site is approximately 80’.  There is 
an older mining road remnant that runs north and south across the site.  The old road begins at 
the existing cul-de-sac of Webster Way and runs north eventually connecting with the existing 
access road to the St. Louis tunnel area.  This old road grade was the line chosen by the Town 
of Rico and previous property owners when dividing this parcel into two Rico Land Use Code 
zoning districts.  The upper (east) parcel is currently zoned as Residential (R) and the lower 
(west) parcel is currently zoned Commercial PUD (CPUD).  The 2004 Rico Masterplan identifies 
the Bedrock Area as a potential site for light industrial development.  It noted that the area could 
accommodate 42 individual lots but would need to be rezoned to create a new Light Industrial 
zone district.    
 
Description of Proposed Development 
5 Residential Lots 
The application for the Bedrock Subdivision proposes to create 5 residential lots which would be 
approximately ¼ acre in size.  The lots are similar in size to the existing platted Atlantic Cable 
lots and would be accessed from the existing network of Town roads.  All of these 5 lots are 
fronting on the existing Silver Street.  There are Town waterlines and fire hydrants within the 
immediate vicinity.  Domestic water will be provided with a 250’ waterline extension which will 
be constructed prior to any lot sale. 
 
1 Commercial Planned Unit Development (CPUD) Lot (Deed Restricted) 
The 2 acre lot is topographically separated from the 5 proposed residential lots and is currently 
zoned as CPUD. The uses allowed by right within that district are single family dwellings, 
duplexes and triplexes, accessory structures and uses, including home occupation, commercial, 
and light industrial.  Access to this lot is proposed to be via a private driveway off of the existing 
St Louis tunnel access road and will not use any existing Town roads. Under current zoning, the 
minimum lot size allowed is 2500 sq.ft. which means the 2 acre parcel could potentially be 
platted as 34 individual lots.  Feasibility testing for this lot has shown that septic service is the 
single largest site constraint, therefore the current proposal is to have a single, larger lot using a 
shared septic system rather than a series of smaller parcels with tightly spaced individual septic 
systems.    
 
During two previous work sessions with the Town of Rico Planning Commission and the Board 
of Trustees, there was general consensus that new residential development should include 
housing for full time residents.  Given the current discussions around the Town’s ability to 
provide water to all the property within the Town limits, the current proposal is that this lot will 
carry a “locals only” deed restriction.   This restriction is aimed at creating local vitality in 
exchange for the Town allocating additional water beyond that which was previously allocated 
for those 5 parcels identified by the Dolores County Accessor.  
  
The maximum density of housing being proposed on this lot is 26 bedrooms and 13,000 square 
feet of heated space.  This density could be constructed as single family, duplex or triplex in 
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accordance with the requirements of the underlying CPUD zone and current building code.  The 
lot would be served by a single water tap, appropriately sized to accommodate the proposed 
density and waste disposal would be provided through a shared septic system designed by a 
licensed engineer. 
 
Open Space Parcel 
The Open Space Parcel is located west of the highway and adjacent to the Dolores River.  It is 
approximately 0.41 acres.  The abandoned RGS ROW runs through this property and is 
currently used for pedestrian, skier and bike access. It is proposed that this parcel be dedicated 
to the Town of Rico in fulfillment of the 10% land dedication requirement. The land being 
dedicated equals an 11.5% land dedication. 
 
Mitigation of Lead Soils 
Given that this site was previously used for mining applications, it is expected that there are 
soils on site that have lead and other metals above the action limits noted in the Rico Townsite 
Soils VCUP application.   The owner is actively engaged in with Atlantic Richfield and CDPHE in 
developing a set of standards that will be provided to each purchaser of a lot within the Bedrock 
Subdivision.  These standards will describe the process, methods and timing used for testing 
each property as well as how any contaminated material will be disposed of.   Each purchaser 
of a lot will be provided a full disclosure of potential risks and will agree to comply with a set of 
institutional controls being developed specifically for these properties.    
 
SUBDIVISIONS REQUIREMENTS SECTION 550 
The LUC requirements are listed verbatim below. Applicant comments are bold and italic. 
 
550.1 Preservation of Landscape:  The design and development of subdivisions shall preserve, 
insofar as it is technically and economically feasible, the natural terrain, natural drainage, existing 
topsoil, trees and vegetation. 
 
To be discussed in greater detail with the preliminary plan. 
 
550.2 Lots:  All lots shall meet each of the following standards: 
A. Access routes for vehicles, utilities, and trails should avoid hazardous areas, wetlands and 

waterways, and wildlife habitat areas. 
 
This standard has been met. 
 
B. All building lots shall abut a public dedicated roadway.  Each lot in the R,  MU, RPUD Zone 

Districts shall have a minimum of fifty (50) feet of street frontage. Each lot in the HC, CM, 
or CPUD Zone Districts shall have a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet of street frontage.  
All non-building lots shall abut a public right of way with a minimum frontage of twenty (20) 
feet. 

 
To be discussed in greater detail with the preliminary plan. 
 
C. All building lots shall meet the minimum size requirements for the permitted use. 
 
This standard has been met. 
 
D. All building lots shall be arranged to accommodate the permitted use within the setbacks 

required by the zoning district. 
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This standard has been met. 
 
E. Each building lot shall provide at least one feasible building site that is suitable for the 

permitted use which is not in an avoidable or unmitigatable hazardous area. 
 
This standard has been met. 
 
F. All building lots shall have adequate space for off-street parking with a maximum 4%grade 

and driveway access with a maximum 12% grade. 
 
To be addressed with the preliminary plan 
 
552.1  Streets: All streets and roadways shall meet the Road Design Standards in 478.   
  
To be addressed with the preliminary plan 
 
554. Subdivision Improvements Agreement.  
 
To be provided by the town. This will be provided with the preliminary submittal. 
 
556. LAND DEDICATIONS AND DEVELOPMENT CHARGES 
Usable land in the amount of ten percent (10%) of the total land area proposed for development 
shall be dedicated to the Town for public purposes, including but not limited to Parks, Public 
Facility Areas, and Schools. 
 
We have provided an open space tract land dedication in the amount of 11.5% of the total 
land area proposed for development that exceeds the land dedication requirement of 10%. 
 
CONCLUSION 
We believe this is an exceptionally suitable land area to compliment the existing built Town of 
Rico. The free market lots will result in appropriately scaled new construction.  The deed restricted 
lot will result in historically relevant housing with a mining oriented theme which seems 
appropriate for the entrance to the Town of Rico. We appreciate your consideration with this 
application. 
 
 
 
 
Dave Bulson and Michelle Haynes 
Representing Bedrock 3, LLC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 



“EXHIBIT A” 

Legal Description 

 

“HOMESTAKE AND LITTLE CORA – FOOT PORTION” 

Tract of land which is a portion of the Homestake and Little Cora Consolidated Placer, M.S. #410, in 

Section 25, Township 40 North, Range 11 West, N.M.P.M., Dolores County, Colorado, being more 

particularly described as follows: Beginning at a point which is known as Corner #1 of the M.S. #410 in 

Section 25, Township 40North, Range 11 West, N.M.P.M., Dolores County, Colorado, from which 

U.S.L.M #1 bears S 55°43' 36" E a distance of 1013.40 feet; thence N 35°29' W, to Corner #2 of M.S. 

#410, a distance of 572.00 feet; thence N 88°47' W, a distance of 32.50 feet to the C/L of the Dolores 

River; thence S 08° 38' 40" W, a distance of 86.34 feet along the C/L of the Dolores River; thence S 

41°14'30" W, a distance of 50.81 feet along the C/L of the Dolores River to the East R/W of Colorado 

Highway 145;thence S 23°29'27" E, a distance of 25.29 feet along the East R/W of Colorado Highway 

145;thence S 15°29'27" E, a distance of 71.40 feet along the East R/W of Colorado Highway 145;thence 

145.80 feet along the arc of a curve to the right with a radius of 782.24 feet, to long chord of which 

bears S 10°09'03" E. a distance of 145.59 feet along the East R/W of Colorado Highway 145;thence S 

73°10' E, a distance of 371.80 feet along the South line of M.S. #410 to the point of beginning; as 

conveyed in that certain Warranty Deed recorded December 19, 1995 in Book 272 at page 120;County 

of Dolores, State of Colorado; 

“COLUMBIA MILLSITE – WEST OF HIGWAY” 

That portion of the Columbia Millsite ‐ MS 365B, Pioneer Mining District lying west of the Right of Way 

for State Highway 145 as was conveyed to the Colorado Department of Transportation by Quit Claim 

Deed recorded 1/27/1967 at Reception Number 81067 County of Dolores, State of Colorado; 

METES AND BOUNDS BEDROCK 

Portions of the Columbia Millsite ‐ MS 365B, Elliot Lode ‐ MS 1536A, Aztec Lode ‐ MS 367B and Tract 2 

Atlantic Cable Subdivision Phase 1 all located within Section 25, Township 40 North, Range 11 West, 

N.M.P.M., Town of Rico, Dolores County, Colorado further described as follows; 

Beginning at Corner 2 of said Columbia Millsite MS 365B being the POINT OF BEGINNING; 

THENCE S 16°50’ W along the line between Corner 2 and Corner 1 of said Columbia Millsite a distance of 

108 feet more or less to the intersection with the northern boundary of Phase 3 of the Atlantic Cable 

Subdivision according to the plat recorded May 6, 1993 in Plat Book 1 at page 4, in the records of the 

Dolores County Clerk and Recorder; 

THENCE N 80° W a distance of 70.30 feet more or less to a point on the western boundary of the Silver 

Street Right of Way as the same is depicted on said Phase 3 of Atlantic Cable Subdivision; 

 

THENCE S 08° 54’ 53” W a distance of 146.36 feet to an angle point on the western boundary of the 

Silver Street Right of Way as the same is depicted on said Phase 3 of Atlantic Cable Subdivision; 

 



THENCE S 00° 42’ 32” E a distance of 32.91 feet to the northeast corner of Lot 45 as the same is depicted 

on said Phase 3 of Atlantic Cable Subdivision; 

 

THENCE S 87° 53’ 26” W a distance of 145 feet to the northwest corner of Lot 44 as the same is depicted 

on said Phase 3 of Atlantic Cable Subdivision; 

 

THENCE N 00° 42’ 32” W a distance of 20.00 feet to the northeast corner of Lot 43 as the same is 

depicted on said Phase 3 of Atlantic Cable Subdivision; 

 

THENCE S 87° 53’ 26” W a distance of 92.27 feet to the northwest corner of Lot 43 as the same is 

depicted on said Phase 3 of Atlantic Cable Subdivision; 

 

THENCE S 00° 42’ 32” E a distance of 149.98 feet to the northwest corner of Lot 21 of Phase 1 of the 

Atlantic Cable Subdivision according to the plat recorded September 10, 1979 in Plat Book 2 at page 7, in 

the records of the Dolores County Clerk and Recorder; 

 

THENCE N 83°08'42" W a distance of 60.45 feet to the northeast corner of Tract 2 of said Phase 1 of the 

Atlantic Cable Subdivision;  

 

THENCE S 02°07'00" W a distance of 170.00 feet to the northern Right of Way boundary of Hinkley Drive 

as the same is depicted on said Phase 1 of Atlantic Cable Subdivision; 

 

THENCE S 85°47'00" W a distance of 24.56 feet to an angle point on the northern Right of Way boundary 

of Hinkley Drive as the same is depicted on said Phase 1 of Atlantic Cable Subdivision; 

 

THENCE S 48°11'36" W a distance of 171.23 feet more or less along said northern Right of Way boundary 

of Hinkley Drive to a point on the eastern boundary of the Right of Way for State Highway 145 as was 

conveyed to the Colorado Department of Transportation by Quit Claim Deed recorded 1/27/1967 at 

Reception Number 81067 County of Dolores, State of Colorado; 

 

THENCE along said eastern boundary of State Highway 145 Right of Way 136.13 feet on a nontangential 

curve, concave to the southeast, having a radius of 650.2 feet, an included angle of 11° 59’ 44”, and a 

chord of 135.88 feet which bears N 14°16'40" E; 

 

THENCE continuing along said eastern boundary of State Highway 145 Right of Way N 24°19'30" E a 

distance of 108.00 feet;  

 

THENCE continuing along said eastern boundary of State Highway 145 Right of Way N 24°21'14" E a 

distance of 34.90 feet; 

 

THENCE continuing along said eastern boundary of State Highway 145 Right of Way N 26°18'33" E a 

distance of 149.00 feet; 

 



THENCE continuing along said eastern boundary of State Highway 145 Right of Way N 18°18'33" E a 

distance of 71.40 feet; 

 

THENCE continuing along said eastern boundary of State Highway 145 Right of Way 336.39 feet on a 

nontangential curve, concave to the northwest, having a radius of 782.2 feet, an included angle of 24° 

38’ 25”, and a chord of 333.80 feet which bears N 05°59'03" E to a point on the northern boundary of 

said Columbia Millsite MS 365B; 

 

THENCE S 73°10' E along the boundary of said Columbia Millsite MS 365B a distance of 377.21 feet more 

or less to Corner 2 of said Columbia Millsite MS 365B being the POINT OF BEGINNING; 
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NOTICE OF PENDING DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 
 

April 13, 2021 
 
RE:   Public Hearing on Proposed Development 
 
Dear Property Owner, 
 
You are receiving this public notice as required by the Town of Rico Land Use (LUO) because you 
own property within 200 feet of a proposed development.   
 
Name of Applicant:    Bedrock 3, LLC 
Type of Development Application(s):  Conceptual Major Scale Subdivision 
Legal Description:  see town manager application file 
Address:  TBD 
Lot or Site Size:  approx.. 3.54 acres 
Review Authority:  Rico Planning Commission 
Date and Time of Public Hearing(s): 

Hearing Date:  April 14, 2021  
Hearing Time:  7:00 pm or as soon as practicable thereafter 

Location of Public Hearing:  Rico Town Hall, 2 Commercial Street unless otherwise posted. 
Detailed Summary of Development Application(s):  A major subdivision to create five (5) single 
family free market lots with an average lot size of .25 acres, and a two (2) acre deed restricted 
commercial PUD lot. No change to the existing zoning. 
Click here to enter text. 
 
Please email written comments to townmanager@ricocolorado.gov 
Or by surface mail to: 
Kari Distefano, Rico Town Manager 
PO Box 9 
Rico, CO 81332 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Beckrock 3, LLC  
David Bulson and Michelle Haynes 
dbulson@bulsonsurveying.com 
 
 
 

mailto:dbulson@bulsonsurveying.com


NOTICE OF PENDING DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 
 



VICINITY MAP 
 

Insert vicinity map picture or PDF file here 









Bedrock 3, LLC 
166 Alexander Overlook 
Telluride, CO 81435 
 
 
 
 
Dear Kari: 
 
I certify that I mailed public notices (see attached) to all residents within 200’ of the Bedrock 3, LLC 
property.  We utilized the Dolores County Assessor’s data for this purpose.  Notices were sent via USPS 
mail on March 26, 2021 over 20 days before the noticed public hearing date. 
 

 
Sincerely, 
Michelle Haynes 
 



Disposition Properties, LLC 
14555 N. Scottsdale Road, Ste 330 
Scottsdale, AZ 85254-0000 

 David L. Sell 
312122 W. Atlantic Drive 
Lakewood, CO 80228-0000 

 Christopher & Ryan Yaseen 
PO Box 62 
Telluride, CO 81435-0000 

Mark Allen 
PO Box 172 
Rico, CO 81332-0000 

 Davis Gary Lynn & Yolanda Lou 
35502 Golf Course Drive 
Morrison, CO 80465 

 San Juan National Forest 
Department of Agriculture 
315 Burnette Court 
Durango, CO 81301-0000 

Katelyn Stokes 
PO Box 115 
Rico, CO 81332-0000 

 Catherine & Lloyd Hershey 
33048 Tam Oshanter 
Flagstaff, AZ 86004-0000 

 Joe Dillsworth & Julia Prejs 
PO Box 965 
Telluride, CO 81435 

Jessica & Bryant Bernardo 
31921 Provincetown Lane 
Richardson, TX 75080-0000 

 Marlene J. Hazen 
PO Box 1348 
Dolores, CO 81323-0000 

 Paul Jacobsen 
3167 Coffey Street 
Brooklyn NY 11231-00000 

Jessica & Forentina Hart 
31921 Provincetown Lane 
Richardson, TX 75080-0000 

 Kalin Grigg 
PO Box 305 
Rico, CO 81332-0000 

 Elizabeth Baker A Living Trust 
3203 4th Street 
Chugwater, WY 82210-0000 

Patricia Cone 
31029 W. 7th Street 
Cortez, CO 81321-0000 

 Daniel Vandermast 
PO Box 61 
Rico, CO 81332-0000 

 Benn Vernadakis 
PO Box 37 
Rico, CO 81332-0000 

Mother Lode Enterprises, LLC 
33370 Charla Drive 
Prescott, AZ 86305-0000 

 Paul Rudd & Stacy Sheridan 
PO Box 35 
Rico, CO 81332-0000 
 

 Curran Family Trust 
c/o Mike Curran 
Hideaway Hills Drive 
Hot Springs, AR 71901-8841 

Patricia Ann Engel 
PO Box 62 
Rico, CO 81332-0000 

 SRC, LLP 
3135 San Joaquin Road, Unit 312 
Telluride, CO 81435-0000 

 Dow Family Trust 
33418 Ridgeline Drive 
Montrose, CO 81401-0000 

Paul & Margaret Dow 
33418 Ridgeline Drive 
Montrose, CO 81401-0000 

 Lindsay & Lanning Roark C. Trust 
32132 Kincaid Place 
Boulder, CO 80304-0000 

 Thomas & Loeffler Brecke 
33435 SE Morrison Street 
Portland, OR 97214-0000 

Glaze Taylor Conservatorship 
c/o Entrust Fiduciary Services 
320325 N. 51st Street Avenu, Ste 134 
Glendale, AZ 85308-0000 

 Beverly Trust & Leondard Spellbring 
33009 Mccolm Drive 
Farmington, NM 87402-0000 

  



P R O O F

To:

Fax: Time:

Ad Date(s):

Proofed By:
Signature

PLEASE REVIEW & FAX CHANGES TO 728-8061

NOTICE OF PENDING SUBDIVISION APPLICATION

Name of Applicant: Bedrock 3, LLC
Type of Development Application(s):  Conceptual Major Sub-
division Application
Legal Description: Portions of the Columbia Millsite, Elliot 
Lode, Aztec Millsite and Atlantic Cable Tract 2.  Complete de-
scription on file with Rico Town Manager
Address:  TBD Rico, Colorado
Lot or Site Size: 3.54 acres
Summary of Application: The subdivision will retain the exist-
ing underlying zoning (no change) and otherwise proposes to 
reconfigure four adjacent, unplatted properties to create five 
single family lots with an average lot size of .25 acres, and 
one (1) deed restricted Commercial Planned Unit Development 
(CPUD) lot being approximately two (2) acres in size. 
Review Authority:  Rico Planning Commission and Rico Board 
of Trustees
Rico Planning Commission Hearing Date: April 19, 2021 at 
6:00 pm  
Board of Trustee’s Hearing Date:  April 21, 2021 at 6:30 pm 
Location of Public Hearing:  Meetings will be held virtually via 
zoom.  Please check the Town of Rico website on the Friday 
prior to the meetings for the agenda, packet and zoom login 
information at https://townofrico.colorado.gov/ 
Send emailed comments addressed to the townmanager@
ricocolorado.gov
Or by surface mail to:
Kari Distefano
Town of Rico
PO Box 9
Rico Colorado, 81332

This looks great thank you! Michelle



TOWN OF RICO 
ORDINANCE 2021-03 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF RICO, COLORADO PLACING 

TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS ON CERTAIN TYPES OF 
DEVELOPMENT 

 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rico has identified the need to create a plan to optimize Rico’s 
water resources;   
 
 WHEREAS, the Town is currently evaluating feasibility of re-activating Silver Creek or 
changing the point of diversion so that the existing well could be used to produce more water;  
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees recognizes that without water from Silver Creek or 
additional water from the Rico well, Rico’s water supply is limited. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF RICO 
ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
No application for a Subdivision, being defined as the platting of a lot or the division of a lot, tract 
or parcel into two (2) or more lots, plots or sites shall be accepted or considered until such time as 
the Town has evaluated options for optimizing Rico’s water supply and has enacted a policy that 
will allocate Rico’s water resources.  This ordinance will expire when the Rico Board of Trustees 
has enacted a water allocation policy or in six months, whichever comes first.  
 
 INTRODUCED, READ, APPROVED AS INTRODUCED, AND ORDERED 
PUBLISHED on first reading by the Board of Trustees this 21st day of April 2021. 
 
      TOWN OF RICO, COLORADO 
 
      _________________________ 
      Barbara Betts, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________  
Linda Yellowman, Town Clerk  
 

INTRODUCED, READ, ADOPTED, AND ORDERED PUBLISHED on second reading 
by the Board of Trustees this 19th day of May 2021. 
 
      TOWN OF RICO, COLORADO 
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      _________________________ 
      Barbara Betts, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________  
Linda Yellowman, Town Clerk  
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